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Conflict in Balochistan

HRCP fact-finding missions
December 2005 - January 2006

Executive summary

Disturbed by reports of renewed armed conflict in parts of Balochistan that began to pour in during
December 2005, an HRCPfact-finding team visited thetroubled areas near Kohlu and in January, asfighting
expanded, another mission visited DeraBugti and Sui.

Thefact-finding missionto Ba ochistan wasled by HRCPcha rperson AsmaJahangir. Former chairperson
Afrasiab Khattak and Dr Mubashir Hasan formed apart of the team which visited Quettaand Sibi from 26"
to 28" December. M s Jahangir, Mr K hattak, Bal ochi stan vice-chai rperson Zahoor Ahmed Shahwani and Mr
Zainuddin visited DeraBugti and Sui from 8" to 10th January to assessthesituation there.

Theteamsta kedtolocal people, including thosewho had suffered asaresult of the conflict, activigts,
politica leadersand membersof theloca administration.

Human rights abuses

Inboth DeraBugti and the K ohlu area, HRCP received evidencethat action by armed forceshad led to
deathsand injuriesamong civilians. Popul ationshad a so been subjected to indi scriminate bombing.

Many of thevictimswerewomen and children. Listsof casuatiesareincluded in thereport. The dead
included someHindus, many of whom had been forced to leavetheir homesdueto thefighting.

Therewasdso animmense senseof fear prevailing among ordinary people, particularly in DeraBugti,
from where 85 percent of the popul ation had fled. Many of thecitizensthat the HRCP team members spoketo
complained about the heavy deployment of paramilitary forcesin the area, use of excessiveforce by the
Frontier Constabulary, aparamilitary force, and harsh behaviour towardsthe people, including children, by
personnel linked to theseforces.

The views expressed by ordinary people contradi cted the opinions put forward by FC officias, who
maintained citizensappreciated their presenceinthearea. Membersof the paramilitary forcesand thedistrict
adminigtration, while extending cooperation to HRCP, gave detail ed accounts of abusesthey dleged had been
committed by the Baloch tribal leaders. They also blamed fugitivesor ‘furraris’ for much of the unrest in the
province. Racism directed towards the Bal och peopl e surfaced quite openly during someof the discussions.
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HRCP expressed grave concern over thefact that militants had placed land minesaong roads, and
gppededtodl sdesintheconflict to give up violencein favour of anegotiated resol utiontothe complex issues
of the province. It a so regretted the death of personnel of the paramilitary forces.

It was however obviousthat the peopl€’s perceptions regarding discrimination against them by the
federal government, notably an establishment that they saw as being dominated by the Punjab, had played a
roleinformenting thedegp sense of resentment and anger found inthe province. Thesesentimentshad significantly
contributed to the new conflict. Citizens meeting the HRCP team al so expressed the apprehension that the
military wished to establish control over thevast natural resourcesof Balochistan.

Thereweredarming accounts of summary executions, somealegedly carried out by paramilitary forces.
HRCP received credibl e evidence that showed such killings had indeed taken place.

AcrossBa ochistan, the HRCP team found widespread instances of ‘disappearance’, of torture inflicted
on peopleheld in custody and on those feeling from their house and hearth in fear. Cases, that could were
credible, have been detailed in thisreport. Among the most disturbing isthe account of the ‘disappearance’ of
18 labour union leaders of Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL) in December 2005, whilethey werein Karachi
to negotiate variousi ssueswith the management.

Thefindingsof the high-level HRCPteam, and the interviewsthey conducted with personswho had
been picked up by State agencies, corroborated agrowing number of complaintsreceived from Bal ochistan
over the past year. Some of the casesreported, that could not be verified during theteam’s brief visit, are being
investigated further.

Whileontheir way to DeraBugti, members of the HRCPteam, including MsAsmaJahangir and Mr
Afrasiab Khattak, faced an attack on their vehicle near Kashmore. Unknown persons unleashed several
volleysof Kaashnikov firefor aperiod of at least five minutes. Theteam was particularly disturbed by the
brazen manner in which the attack was carried out and the fact that authoritieshad not lodged an FIR. The
credibility of aclaim reportedly made by the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) of carrying out the attack has
been questioned by HRCP.

Tribal feuds

Complicating theprevailing Stuationin Balochistan werethedisagreementsand rivariesbetween various
tribes and sub-tribes. These feuds seemed to be most marked inthe Bugti area. HRCP expressed concern
over accountsof abusesby triba ‘sardars’, including allegations that some of them maintained private jails, had
subjected opponentsto ddiberate humiliation and had beeninvolved in variouscrimina acts.

Thesedlegationswererefuted by Nawab Akbar Bugti, who was met at alocation away from hishome
inDeraBugti.

WhileHRCP expresseditsinability to resolvetriba disputes, it called ontheauthoritiesto play apositive
roleinthismatter, which had over theyearsobvioudy created difficultiesfor the peoplelivingin Ba ochistan.

Conclusions

Attheend of itsmission, HRCP reiterated its demand that all parties engaged in the conflict gave up
violence, and opened did ogue on theissues of the province. It wasalso evident that the only resolution to the
problemsfacing Baochistanlay inapolitica settlement, which a so addressed the sati sfactory issueof provincia
autonomy.

Therecommendations based onitsfindings made by HRCPfollow:
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Conclusionsand recommendations

1. Thereiscurrently awar-like situation, militarization and politico-economic conflictin Bal ochistan. By
denying thisthegovernment isonly confusing theissueand making it moreintractable.

a

b)

9

h)

Theremust beanimmediate ceasefire and parliament must meet in aspecia sessiontoensurea
sustained process of negotiations and dia ogue, which must continuetill the underlying i ssue of
provincia autonomy and therights of the people of smaller provincesisresolved. At thesame
time, atime-bound plan must be drawn up and publicly announced for the demilitarization of the
province, whichmust start immediately.

Inthe short termall constitutional mechanismsof aninter-provincia nature must bereactivated

withagenuinedesireto includeall shades of opinionswhilereaching consensus. However, inthe
longterm, thepolitica forceswill haveto makeastronger bid for therestoration of thedemocratic
process, whichwill fully respect thefederal foundationsof Pakistan.

Theeconomic and politica rightsof thetribal population must a so be shown duerespect.

All unnecessary check-points erected in Bal ochistan must be dismantled forthwith and the
recommendation of the parliamentary committee on Bal ochi stan respected.

HRCPurgesd| Bdochmilitant partiesand groupsto desist from laying land minesand to cooperate
inclearingthosethat aredready in place.

Theauthoritiesmust not stokeinter-tribal feuds, nor arm militiasthemsalves. Such tacti cs cannot
ater thepolitica redlity ontheground, they will only aggravateit.

Theofficid campagn of disnformation mustimmediatdy cometo anend. In particul ar, exaggerated
accounts of ethnic disharmony must not be propagated from government forums. The law
enforcement apparatus must remain confined toitsspecified legd roleand not indulgeinany form
of propaganda.

Till normalcy isrestored, the government must appoint independent human rights monitors,
acceptableto al sides, intheareaof conflict.

2. Thesecurity forcesaswell asthe decis on-makers have remained compl etely unaccountablefor the
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grosshumanrightsviolationsintheprovince, including responsibility for theinternaly displaced people.

a

b)

o)

A high-level investigation, under anindependent public prosecutor, must be carried out into the
reportsof extra-judicia, summary and arbitrary execution, torture, disappearancesand injury
caused dueto excessive use of violence. The perpetrators of any offence committed must be
brought tojustice. Inaddition, aninternd inquiry should be also held into allegations of excesses
by the security forces.

All placesof irregular detention must beimmediately closed down and theinterior ministry should
submit areport onthisissueto aparliamentary committee. Thecommittee must havethe authority
and mandateto be ableto scrutinizethis process, so that they can publicly assurethe peoplethat
all necessary steps have been taken towards abandoning such abhorrent practices

All intelligence agenciesof the country should be reined in and made accountableto oversight
bodiesaswell asto public representatives.

Itiscritical that the superior courts play their appointed rolein the protection of citizens. They
must usethelegal toolsat their disposal to punish abuses perpetrated by the agents of State.

Themedia, andindeed dl civil society organizations, must not be denied accessto specific areas
of the country nor must information about eventstaking place bedeliberately distorted. Onthe
contrary, it isthe obligation of government to facilitate adequate mediacoverage of areasunder
gpeciad circumstances.

To enablethe many internally displaced peopleto return home, it isessential not only that a
ceasefiregointo place but also that all roads be opened and the Frontier Corpsberemoved from
picketsintheinterior of townsand cities. Compensation to peoplewho have suffered human,
financid or other lossesmust be granted.

Thelaw enforcement agenciesmust be giventrainingin humanrightsand humanitarian law. Their
chain of command must be strictly adhered to and rules of engagement made public.

3. Thereisgreat mistrust of the government across Bal ochistan. The credibility of government must be
rebuilt to narrow theimmense gap that has devel oped between citizensand the Stateinthe province. HRCPis
convinced that the writ of the government can only be respected by the peopleif it isbased on principles of
fairness, ruleof law and alack of discrimination.

a

b)

The government of Pakistan, must asafirst step, review itsagreement with the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and enlarge its scope. In case of doubt, as existsin
Balochistan over lossof lifeandinjury, the government must utilizethe servicesof theICRCto
regain the confidence of the people.

Misguided obsession with State versions of devel opment while children arenot ableto goto
school because of ongoing confrontation, will undermine devel opment itsalf. In order to ensure
that children attend schooal, it isessential to win the confidence of civil society and the public at
large, by reducing the presence of paramilitary forces.

4. Thereisagrowing lack of cohesivenessbetween the peopleof dl provinces. Thisispromoted by the
fact that thestructures of governance are dependent upon thegoodwill of the central government and havelost
thewill to retainindependence. In order to re-invol ve the peopl ein the decision-making process, confidence
building measuresare urgently required at dl levels.

a

The government must provide compl ete and unimpeded accessto human rights organi zationsto
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vidtjalsand policestations.

b)  Theconcernsof the peopleof Balochistan, regarding the demographic balancein the province,
must betaken on board when making decisions. Thisisespecially crucia with regard to mega
projects, such asthe Gwadar Port, and the acquisition of 1and by those based outsidethe province.
Theopinionsof loca people must beincluded in planning schemesand giant projects.

c¢)  Thecivil adminigtrationinthe province must remain accountableto their executive headsrather
than take ordersfrom paramilitary forces.

d)  Thechief minister of the province, who hasnot so far visited the areas of conflict Sincetensions
began, isurged to do so that he may make an independent assessment of the situation.

5. Thegovernment’s development plans must be directed towards the full empowerment of people. The
people must berecognized as stake-hol dersin the decis on-making process, and their interestsmust be placed
at thetop of thelist of priorities. For thisto happen, the peoplemust begiven avoice, Thisispossibleonly if
civil society organizationsmakeagresater effort to visit areas of deprivation and interact withthepeopleand are
allowed to do so. At thesametime, all movements must alter their approach to seeking rightsfrom one of
aggression, to abroader based initiativeamed a building countrywideand eveninternationa aliancesfor their
campagns

a  HRCPurgesthat al stepsbetaken by the government aswell astriba |eadersto end thepractice
of pena sanctionsthrough jirgasaswell asto do away with any form of private prisonsthat may
exis. Initsplace, HRCP encouragesthe government to set up public-privatelegal aid centresand
legal instruments, sothat alternate dispute resol utionscan bereached, in civil disputes, through
traditional proceduresand yet remain compatibleto internationa human rights standards.

b)  Tomeet theneeds of people, educationa institutionsand vocationa training centres must be
established across Bal ochistan. Devel opment cannot belimited only to building infrastructureor
Setting up giant projects,

c)  Deveopment plansmust focuson building civil society, including establishing pressclubs, bar
associ ationsand community radio and tel evision networks. Thiswould connect the popul ation of
Ba ochistantotherest of thecountry and enhancethecultura environment withinwhich hey lead
their lives,

d)  Thelow vishility, negligibleeducational attainmentsand virtual lack of any voicein decision-
making of Ba ochigtani womenisasarioushurdlein thedevel opment of theprovince. Thissituation
needsthe seriousattention of thegovernment, leadersof tribes, regiona political partiesaswell as
nationdist movements.

e) IntheexplosvestuationinBaochistan, themorevulnerable membersof society, such aschildren,
members of minority communitiesand unemployed youth not only deserve special protection,
their socia and economic advancement must be guaranteed through appropriate plans of action.
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| ntroduction

The Balochistan issue

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) isdeeply concerned a theincreasing number of
reportsit hasreceived from acrossthe country, over thelast few of years, of disappearancesand systematic
torture at the hands of security and intelligence agencies.

However, anumber of such reportsfrom Ba ochistan refl ected adistinct pattern of persecution.

Thehuman rightsabusesin theprovincereceiveonly limited attention ascertain areasremain virtualy
inaccessibleto the nationa mediaand civil society, while many parts of therest of the provinceare poorly
connected to mgjor citieselsewherein Pakistan. Human rightsviolations are, therefore, poorly documented
and patchily reported. HRCP, neverthel ess, observed a pattern of consistent abuse of human rightsin the
province and decided to send afact finding missionin October 2003.

The October 2003 mission visited anumber of towns, citiesand villagesin Bal ochistan to assessthe
gtuation. Initsreport, HRCP urged closer monitoring of therights situation and recommended a“‘breakthrough
inmeeting Bal ochistan’s aspirations for provincial autonomy”. It also called for a revamping of the law and
order machinery and making theintelligence agenci esaccountabl e, and warned of thedangers of militarization
of the people. The mission noted:

“The dangers of militarization of the people cannot be exaggerated. Even a
minimum degree of respect for the history of Bal ochistan demands that any extension of
defence establishmentsin the province should be subject to double scrutiny and it should
be undertaken only after convincing the people of its justification. The need to reduce
the military s presence in jobs traditionally and rightly reserved for civilians is even
greater in Balochistan than in other provinces.”

HRCP regretsthat sincethen the situation in Bal ochistan hasbeen allowed to deteriorate, and dl its
warnings have been ignored by policy makers. HRCP had hoped that by i dentifying some contenti ousissues,
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it would be able to induce the decision-makers to seek a political solution of Balochistan’s issues. The
consequences of their failurehave manifestly been horrible.

Follow-up to the 2003 mission

After the 2003 mission, the Bal ochi stan chapter of HRCP continued to monitor the situation. Severa
reportsof humanrightsviolationswerereceved including the disappearance of severd individuas. Theannua
report ‘State of Human Rights’, the monthly ‘Jehd-i-Haq’ published in Urdu, Sindhi, Pushto, Balochi and
Brahui and the quarterly English-language newd etter brought out by HRCP have carried thesereports.

In addition, where appropriate, HRCPissued pressrel eases, held press conferences and made direct
contact withvictimsaswell asmgor actorsduring critica devel opmentsinthehumanrightsstuationin Baochigan.

Since January 2005, HRCP has had to step up its monitoring of eventsin Balochistan asreports of
sporadic violencethroughout

f \ the province and of low level

Structure of the report conflict in some areas kept
pouringin. Inthe absence of

The report begins with HRCP’s recommendations, any preventiveor conciliatory
based on its findings during its missions to Balochistan measures, thisturned into an
and the conclusions it reacted regarding there. armed conflictinthedistrict of
After a brief introduction to the issues facing KohluandinDeraBugti. The

Balochistan, and a summary of HRCP’s mission to the || Situation  dramatically
province in October 2003, Part 1 will cover the report of || deteriorated by December
the first mission to Quetta and Sibi, part 2 will cover the || 2005 Alarming reports of
report of the second mission to Sui and Dera Bugti. extrgjudicidl killings, torture,

o . . disappearances, threats and
Appendix ‘A’ gives a brief, historical background to

: : : intimidation by intelligence
the province of Balochistan. The full account of illegal agencies, arbitrary arrestsand

detention and torture in custody, provided by Dr Imdad violence made afresh probe

Baloch, a member of the Balochistan Students imperative. A fact-finding
Organization (BSO) is included in Appendix ‘B’. mission wastherefore sent to

For greater clarity, the expression ‘Balochistani’, as Belochistento collectfirsthend
used in this report, includes all those living in Balochistan; information and to verify the

‘Baloch’ is a reference to the ethnic Baloch population || reports received by HRCP.
and ‘Baloch nationalists’ includes all parties struggling The mission was also

kforthe political rights of Balochistan in any form or manner. ) ma”dat_ea(: to take a'(;
appropriate measures an

recommend waysof defusing
thetension. HRCP was convinced that continuing armed conflict in pockets of the provincecouldleadto a
wider conflict inthe entire province and aggravate the human rights Situation in the country.

Sour ces of the report and details of the two missions

Thisreport isbased oninformation received by HRCP and includesthe observations and impressions
formed by themission duringitsvisitsto Quettaand Sibi from 26™ to 28th December 2005 aswell asavisitto
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Sui and DeraBugti from January 8" to 10™, 2006. Official statistics and documents as well as verified
newspaper reportsare also used inthereport.

AsmaJahangir, chairperson HRCP, Mr. Afrasiab K hattak former Chairperson and senior |eader of
HRCP, Dr. Mubashir Hasan were members of theteam visiting Quettaand Sibi. They wereassisted inthis
mission by members of HRCPin Bal ochistan. Vice Chairperson Mr. Zahoor Ahmed Shahwani and former
chairperson of HRCPMr. Tahir Mohammad K han gaveinvauableingghts. Thelogistic arrangementsorgani zed
by the Bal ochistan chapter of HRCPin difficult circumstancesmadethemission possible.

Themissionto Sui and DeraBugti was carried out by Asma Jahangir, chairperson HRCP, Mr. Afrasiab
Khattak former chairperson, vice chairperson, Mr. Zahoor Ahmed Shahwani and Mr. Zainuddin, member
HRCP. A number of journaistsaccompaniedthe mission.

Themission to Quettaalso went to Sibi, Talli and drove beyond Talli inthedirection of Kahan, but
returned some 20 kilometres short of Navand.

They wereableto meet alargenumber of political |eadersand activists, NGOs, membersof the press,
lawyers, leadersof varioustribesin Baochistan, victimsand their familiesand locd peoplein Quettaaswell as
duringtheir travel. They aso met withMgor Zafar and Mg or Bangash of the Frontier Corps. Themissonwas
ableto exchangeinformation and viewswith other personne of the Frontier Corp, themilitary and government
officidsworking at the District Hospital Sibi. In Quetta, Colonel Naeem, met amember of theteam and gave
somevaugbleinformation.

Theteam did not attempt to seek gppoi ntmentswith any senior government official in Quettabecause of
theshort timeat their disposal.

Theteam was ableto clarify somefactsthrough tel ephonicinterviewswith those who were either not
reachable or not avail able because of security and safety concerns. They were a so ableto meet with some
women who testified to the violence they experienced or saw being carried out in DeraBugti on 17" March
2005.

Asusual, the mission wasimpressed by the courtesy and hospitality offered to them by the people.
HRCPwould liketo thank the officia sthey met for the cooperation and courtesy they extended to themission.
Membersof themissionwere particularly struck by the remarkableclarity withwhich thepressbriefed themin
Quetta. At thesametimethey remained disturbed by thefirst hand accounts of torturethey heard fromvictims.

Further reportsof bombingsand rocket attacks on Sui and DeraBugti prompted the next mission. The
government denied that therewas army action or an operation in thearea, whilethe Bugtisclaimed heavy use
of military force. According to the government they were engaged in dealing with a“law and order” crisis
created by some“miscreants”. The Governor of Balochistan denied that the area was made inaccessible and
extended an invitation to human rightsbodiesaswell astothe presstovisitit. Assuchtheauthoritieswere
notified of themission through themediaand Mr. Mushahid Hussain, secretary-generd of theruling Pakistan
Mudlim League(PML).

During the mission theteam visited Sui and DeraBugti. They met with alarge number of localsand
officids. Theyincluded Mr. Abdul Samad Lasl, the Digtrict Coordination Officer (DCO) of DeraBugti and the
Commandant BamboreRifles, DeraBugti, Lt. Colonel Foogan. Theteam aso had theprivilegeof abriefing
from the Inspector General of the Frontier Corps, Shujat Zameer Dar on the telephone. Theteam met with
NawabAkbar Bugti, the Sardar! of the Bugti tribe. The Nawab had moved from hishousein DeraBugti and
relocated himsealf el sawhere-at an undiscl osed | ocation after escal ation of violence on December 30th, 2005.
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The context of the report

Human Rightsviolaionscannot bejustified evenintimesof emergencies. Governmentshbear an obligation
to regpect basichumanrightsnorms, a al times, and there can be no derogation inrespect of certain fundamental
human rightsprinciples. For example, torture or abduction under State patronage aswell asarbitrary detentions
areunacceptableunder any circumstances. According to customary internationd law, excessive, disproportionate,
indiscriminate or unauthorized use of forceisillegal and amountsto grosshuman rightsviolations. All killings
under such conditionswould also be considered extrgjudicia or summary executions.

HRCP hascong stently spoken out againg extrgjudicid killingsby State agenciesand killingswithimpunity
by non-State players. At the sametime, it would liketo emphasizethat, states bear agreater responsibility to
protect itscitizensand to operatewithin thelaw. The GenevaConvention on the Protection of Civilian Persons
inTimeof War, adopted on 12 August 1949, laysdown guidelineson protecting civiliansagainst desth, injury,
or tortureevenintimes of war. Humanitarian law extendsto non-international armed conflictsand protects
civilian population against the effects of hodtilities.

HRCPwill continueto focusitsattention on the state of human rightsin Balochistan. At the sametimeit
hopes that through thisreport the complex socio-political environment of Balochistan can also bebriefly
presented so that abetter understanding of theroot-causes of lingering hostilitiesin the province can lead to
wiser conclusions. Theanalysisisalso important asit will enable HRCP and othersto make principled and
meaningful recommendationsfor uphol ding the valuesof human rights, peaceand democracy.
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Part - 1

Visit to Quetta and Sibi

At thefringe of mayhem

HRCP had decided tovisit Quettain order to assessthegravity of humanrightsviol ationsbeing reported
to them. It also wished to ascertain the nature of any conflict in Kohlu district or to determineif it wasinfact a
‘law and order’ situation, as claimed by the authorities. HRCP also wished to assess the damage, if any, to
human lifeand verify reports of human rightsviolations. Theteamwasunabletotravel to areasof Kohludigtrict
wheretherewasfighting, but received crediblereportsof bombing, theuse of heavy weaponry and first hand
accountsof torture, disappearancesand other rightsviolations, which areincluded inthisreport.

After arriving in Quettaon December 26th, 2005, the fact-finding team met with leaders of political
partiesand membersof civil society, including journdistsand lawyers, aswdll asvictimsof human rightsabuses
and their families. The HRCP team was provided anumber of examples of mid eading statements made by
government officia sto fan Ba och-Punjabi differences. Theteam wasal so given examples by government
officia sof incidents suspecting Ba och nationdists of killing Punjabi travellers. In December 2005, apassenger
buswas stopped by some unknown armed persons at Bolan near Mach. Three men traveling from Sadigabad
were pulled out and shot dead. According to pressreportsthey weresingled out for being Punjabis. But no
other incident was confirmed through any source.

Theteamwas presented with written and oral testimoniesof casesof killingsof civiliansamountingto
extrgudicia executions, disappearances, torture, and arbitrary detention. HRCP could not verify dl thereports
presented to the mission. They could well be credible, but owingto information gaps, thesearenotincludedin
thisreport. HRCP plansto follow up theinformationit hasreceived.

Membersof theteam travelled to Sibi and then onwardsto Talli. They took thedirt road, which was
under devel opment at thetime. It led to Kahan viaNavand.

During thisjourney theteam was ableto speak to anumber of ordinary citizens. They passed anumber
of check-posts set up by the Frontier Corps. Their car was searched and theteam noticed that at anumber of
check poststhetreatment meted out by the paramilitary personnel to al those passing through wastough.

At acheck pointinTalli, whereadirt road eventually led to Kahan, in Kohlu district, theteam was
stopped. All other vehicleswere being turned away, but the team insisted on proceeding further. They were
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askedtowait till permission was sought for themto proceed. After an hour and ahalf, they werewarned that
mineshad beenlaid ontheroad and occasiond firing by the““furraris™ was common. To assessthe Situation,
theteam decided to taketherisk and travelled for an hour and ahaf onthisroad. They wereunableto seea
single human being apart from military personnel and afew loca swhowereliving in proximity tothemain
check post. They confirmed that rocket |aunchersand gun firewas exchanged by both sides— the military and
thelocal tribesmen. They d so verified that gunship helicoptersand fighter jetsflew regularly over theareaand
that they heard sounds of bombardment.

Theteam saw heavy artill ery, including canons and tanksat various bunkers of themilitary. Therewas
fear anongst the few locals
that theHRCPteam spoketo
and they expressed resentment
over themilitary presenceas
well as their use of force.
Despite repeated
interrogetion, thelocasdid not
confirm that there were
“furrari” camps in their area.

Themilitary personnel
claimed that some distance
away, the FC had set up a
bunker after taking over a
“furrari” camp. The team
doubts that the place was a
“furrari” camp because locals
claimed it was a temporary
_ﬁgﬁg?;?ynam nom”t f% Displaced persons;, where will they go?
saw areservoir of water collected for household use, remainsof earthen ovens(‘tandoors’) and other household
items

Subsequently, HRCP activists made further inquiriesfrom local sand confirmed the FC had fired upon
this settlement of nomads, based at Arand, and had established aposition for themsel vesthere, with heavy
artillery and other weaponsvisible. Assuch claming that it wasafurrari camp werenot vaid.

TheTali road leading to Kahan, onwhich theteamwastrave ling, wasbeing built by thearmy. Bulldozers
werereportedly sent out amonth earlier. It was al so reported that because of the use of forceby the FC, and
thebombardment, the sparseloca populationintheareahad fled. Itisdifficult to givethe numbersof internaly
displaced personsin thisarea, asmost of them are nomads.

The HRCPteam noti ced that except for their vehicle, no other travellerswere being alowed beyond the
Talli check point. Thethreeroads|eading to Kahan, they learnt, wereall closed. The team met anumber of
peoplein Quetta, including journaistsand Marris, who confirmed K ahan had been cordoned off and made
inaccess bleby the FC forcesalong al threeroutes, DeraBugti, Kohlu and Sibi. Local transportersborethis
out. People whom theteam met told theteam bombardment had been carried out in Jabbar?®, Pekal, Siyah
Koh, Mayhaee, Bambore, Taratani, Soraf, Sakhin and Sorakhor. However, HRCP cannot givefirst-hand
information either of thebombingsor of thefatditiesor casudtiescaused. Theteam did however receivealist
of thosedead and injured in Peka and Jabbar. They were subsequently ableto verify theauthenticity of these
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ligtsthrough HRCP sources.

The FC, whiledenying they had surrounded the area, did admit the FC was acting to destroy the eight
identified ‘furrari’ camps in these places.

The development plans of the government are being challenged by thelocd tribes. They accusethe
government of laying down infrastructurefor themohility of themilitary in order to accesstheir landsand take
over their natural resources. The congtruction of the Talli-Kahan road is one such example. Along thisroad
thereisno sign of devel opment or of settlements, but itisbeing given priority intermsof devel opment.

HRCP, however, found evidencethat the Baloch militantshad planted minesin thearea. It denounces
theuseof minesandisdeeply disturbed by thisinformation. It urgesdl partiesinvolved intheconflict to desist
from planting minesand discontinue thisdangerous practiceforthwith.

A member of HRCP’s team met four women from Nawab Akbar Bugti’s family. They were present
when rocketswerefired at the houseon March 17%, 2005. One of them received someinjuries, whenthe
women and children weretrying to escape. Subsequently, theteam was ableto visit DeraBugti and assessthe
factsfor themsalves.

Complaints by journalists

Almost every journalist that met the HRCP team complained of threatsthat they had received from
intelligence agencies. A few of them narrated i nci dentsin which they were picked up and then released aday
|ater, after having been warned. Journaists complained that personsclaiming to berepresentatives of the secret
servicesthreatened to kidnap their family members unlessthey succumbed to their demands.

Human rightsviolations

Arrests and arbitrary detentions

TheInterior Minister isquoted in the press as acknowl edging having made 4,000 arrestsin connection
with the Bal ochistan situation, while speaking to the pressin Turbat. Thismatter waslater raised by aleader of
PML(N).%. The charges against anumber of these persons have not been disclosed to their families. In some
casesit isnot known wherethey are being detained, and furthermore the government has not disclosed the
identiesof personsarrested during these operations.

Other government members have given contradictory accountsof the number of personsarrested in
Balochigtan.

Extrajudicial killings

HRCP considersthat the present situation in parts of Bal ochistan including DeraBugti and Kahan, can
be described as armed conflict. On the basis of credible reportsit isin aposition to conclude that non-
combatants have been killed. On morethan one occasion, the use of force was disproportionate and excessve
and employed indiscriminately. The HRCPteam was able to investigate the facts of the bombing and use of
force by the security forces on December 17th, 2005.

Thegovernment hasdenied al reportsof bombing civilian populationsand continuesto ing st that there
isno unusua army action. According to them, it wasa“law and order” situation, created by ahandful of
miscreants, which wasbeing dealt with. The government’s position cannot be sustained by the evidence made
available to HRCP. The team was aso able to speak to an independent journalist, Nadeem Syed, the
correspondent for ‘Dawn’ at Multan. He had visited an area adjoining the district of Kohlu and Dera Bugti—a
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place known as Malt Kund, in district Barkhan — on January 1%, 2006. He saw the devastation there.
Although Mat Kund wasnot directly targetted, thefallout of bombardment in Jabbar and Pekal caused great
destruction heretoo.

A school wastotally demolished, roadsiderestaurants destroyed, adispensary severely damaged and
other buildingshit. No deaths or casualtieswerereported, becausethe peoplefled at thefirst sight of military
movement. Theloca peopledescribed thefighter jetsflying over ther villagesasbeinglike ‘lightning’. According
to them, they flashed by, dropping bombs. The people a so complained military and paramilitary troopsusualy
encamped among civilian populations, to usethem as ‘human shields’ against militants.

Based on these reports the HRCP team finds that there is evidence of bombardment by the armed
forces, asaresult of which, non-combatants, including women and children have been killed. Heavy exchange
of fire between security forces and Bal och militants has a so been reported, in anumber of placesand on
NUMEerous occasions.

During mestings, the government denied any loss of life. Later it admitted to the bombing of “furrari”
campsinand around Kahan, in Kohlu district. Theteam concluded that the operation of December 17th, 2005
was pre-planned and can a so be confirmed by thefact that emergency was declared at the district hospital,
Sibi, aday earlier. The hospital staff onleave wasrecalled, and on the 17" of December, 2005, the Health
Secretary in Quettacalled the hospitd severd timestoinquireabout casuadtiesor dead bodiesreceived. The
hospita recelved none.

Subsequently, HRCPrecel ved information that thosekilled during theDecember 17th operation were
never brought to the hospital and theinjured did not travel out of fear. Thelist of fatalitiesand theinjured,
received and verified by HRCP, consistssmostly of women and children. Thesewerecollected fromtheareas
and | ocations around Jabbar and Pekal .

A list of those killed on December 17", 2005 in the Marri area of Jabbar and Pekal as aresult of
bombing, firing and shelling by security forcesis provided bel ow:

Jabbar
Name Father’sName Agedescription

1. Bangul Khan Jaurak Youth

2. Naseer Jaurak Child

3. Mohd Khan Sohrab Infant

4, Hazoor Baksh Sakhi Baksh Infant

5. Janbaig Nodin Child

6. Nodan Nodin Infant

7. Bashku Roshan Infant

8. Noor Bibi Kamardin Old Lady
9. Hauree Gul Khan Woman
10. Gul Shar GulDin Youth

11. BibiSashu Ahmad Jan Infant

12.  Bahuri Gul Shair Woman
13.  Hgaan Hamadan Child
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Pakal
Name Father’sName Agedescription
1 Hamd Jhungd Youth
2. Kahero Jhungd Child
3. Kambhir Wazhu Infant
4, Dhozo GhulamHussan Child
5. GhulamHussan Thengav Mde
6. Wazir Hingd Youth
7. MohdAli Kahiro Infant
8. Dad Mohammead Mauraz Infant
9. Tauraz Mauraz Child

Namesof injured persons

Jabbar
Name Father’sName Agedescription
1. Maddo Bashkia Infant
2. Nazi GhulamMohd Infant
3. SHiea GhulanMohd Child
4, Bibi Sazo Ldu Child
5. Khamzadi Ldu Child
6. Mohro AliMohd Youth
7. Aisha Tikd Khan Youth
8. Bibi Arfana Mahir Jan Child
9. Nami Amir Infant
10. Basnaz Amir Child
11. Gul Naz Saidad Youth
12. Marium Sadad Infant
13. Dil Naz Khuidad Infant
14. Namir Bibi Khuidad Child
15. Sabirnaz Patekhan Child
16. Bibi Shao Patekhan Child
17. Hirtho Patekhan Child
18. Fathema Kahere Infant
19. Kathema Kahere Child
20. Murgo Kahere Child
21. Shah Bibi Hazu Infant
22. Naz Bibi Hazu Child

Conflict in Balochistan
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Disappearances

The Constitution of Pakistan guaranteesan inalienableright of protection of life, liberty, reputation and
property to every citizen.® No person shall be deprived of life or liberty, except in accordance with law.®
Safeguardsto arrest and detention are provided in the Constitution and it is made mandatory that those

detained must be produced before amagistratewithin 24 hours.’

HRCP recognizesthat thelaw provides sufficient guaranteesfrom arbitrary arrest but these become
meaninglessin the absence of an effectivejudicia mechanism. In addition, there ought to be specific lega
machinery —including laws and oversight bodies — for the effective accountability of law and security agencies.
All misuseof power by them must carry pena sanctionsand the culture of impunity must end. HRCPisdeeply
concerned that superior courtsin the country have not been ableto uphold the principlesof theruleof law.

HRCP has received reports of disappearances from across the country.
Thefamiliesare often hesitant to comeforward because of threats by intelligence
agencieswarningthemto remainslent. For reasonsof confidentidity, theHRCPis
unableto givedetail sof every such casereceived by them. Wedo, however, have
afair number of documented caseswhich can be made public. They present a
dark picture. Thereportsreflect apattern of intimidation and abuse; people are
threatened toremain slent, they areblindfol ded and handcuffed and tortured through
various means, including theinjection of unknown chemicals, humiliation and
Sripping.

It appearsthat thereisanetwork of privatetorturecellsrun by intelligence
agenciesthroughout the country. Somevictimshavea so been ableto describethe
locationsand structures of suchtorturecells.

Missing persons

> Ali Asghar Bangulzai Baloch, atailor master by profession, was
arrested on June 1st, 2000, by security and intelligence agenciesin
the presence of hisnephew, Naserullah. Three people entered his
shop and called him outside, wherethree vehicleswith tinted glasses
were parked. According to Naserullah, and later Ali, three army
officidsweresittingwith G-3riflesintheir hands. Ali waswhisked
away and hisnephew threatened into silence with apromise made of
releasingAli after interrogation. Hewaslater released after 14 days.
According to Ali’s relatives, he was tortured and interrogated in
connectionwiththemurder of Justice Nawaz Marri.

Months|ater, on October 18th, 2000, he was picked up again along with
hisrelative Mr. Igbal, whileriding abicycle past Degree College, Quetta. Mr.
Igbal wasreleased after 22 days. Ali remainsmissing.

OnApril 27th, 2002, Ali’s family gave up hope of his returning and made
someeffortsfor hisrelease. They met Corps Commander Abdul Qadir Zari and
sought hishelp. On May 15th, 2002, two officiasof thel Sl visited thefamily and
assured them that Ali waswell and would soon return. They al so discouraged
them from protesting, implying that in doing so, they would damagetheinterest of

Jan Mohammad Marri
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the abductee.

After receiving noword of Ali’s whereabouts, the family met Brigadier M.
Sadique of the Sl who madeinquiriesfrom Colonel Bangish. Accordingto the
testimony of thefamily, the Brigadi er received afilefrom the Colonel, which he
ingpected. Hethen comforted thefamily and promised to hel p. After themeeting,
thefamily visited severa officiadsand at each occasion begged for therel ease of
Ali or delivery of hisdead body. Each timethey were promised that thevictim
would soon bereleased. During thisprocess, Brigadier M. Sadique aso gave
somemoney tothefamily and eventualy agreed to take someclothing from them,
promisingthat it would bedeliveredtoAli.

Finaly, thefamily membersmet the Governor of Bal ochistaninthepresence
of theBd ochistan Vice Chairperson of HRCP. The Governor wasmost courteous
and sympathetic. Later, at another meeting, again inthe presenceof HRCPVice
Chairperson, the Governor informed thefamily that Ali was not inthe custody of
any official agency or security force. Thiswasdisputed and it was pointed out by
afamily member that if thiswasso, thenwhy did thelSl officid givethemasum of
Rs.25,000 and receive clothesintended for Ali. The Governor responded that the
money was given on compassionate grounds and the clothing wasreceived in
order to seek Ali’s whereabouts through a Sufi, who would perform a mystic ritual
known as ‘dum’.

Ali isafather to eight children, and wasforty yearsold at thetimeof his
disappearance. Hisfamily isontoken hunger strike outsidethe Quettapressclub.

> Goharam Baloch, son of Saleh Muhammad, aged 30 years, lived at
Jato Bazaar, Tehsl Mund, Makran Division. OnAugust 8th, 2004,
Goharam wason hisway to Gawadar with hisfriend Waristo seek
employment. Hewas arrested by the Levies at the Td aar check pog,
District Gawadar. According to Waris, the Levis handed Goharam
over to Tehsldar Pasni, District Gawadar. Waristestified that nothing
was recovered from Goharam. SinceAugust, 2004, thefamily has
been unaware of Goharam’s whereabouts. After making inquiries and
knocking at every door, thefamily finally filed awrit petitioninthe
Bal ochistan High Court on September 17th, 2004. Thereisstill no
trace of Goharam’s whereabouts.

> Abid Saleh, brother of Goharam Baloch, was apprehended by the

security forceson August 24th, 2005. A month later, hewasrel eased.

Hetold hisfamily he had been brutally tortured. Marksof yorture

were visible on his body. On November 4th, 2005, he was once

| ) again picked up by the Frontier Corpsfrom hishousein Jato Bazaer,

3 Tehsil Mand, district Kech, inthe presence of hisfamily members.
Hiswhereaboutsremain unknown.

e 'w" i, > Brahim Saleh, aged 25, also a brother of Goharam Baloch, was
Dr. Hanif Sharif Baloc picked up by intelligence personnel on November 29th, 2005. Brahim
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ran asmall businessin Karachi. Hewas abducted whilewithdrawing money from the Maripur
branch of theMudim Commercid Bank in Karachi. Eyewitnessesat the bank confirmed that the
abductorsidentified themsel ves asintelligence personnel. Farooq, 13, son of Jda and Brahim’s
busi ness partner Jamil, were abducted alongside him. Jamil wasrel eased after two weeks. He
reved ed the other two personswerebeing kept in anillega lock-up by intelligence agencies.

> Haji Jan Muhammad Marri Baloch, aged 80 years, isawel | respected member of theMarri tribe.
According to anumber of interlocutors met by HRCP team, Haji was described asawise man
and amediator of disputeswho encouraged non-militant behavior. On July 22nd, 2005, hewas
picked up by the policein the presence of at | east two eye-witnesses. Hiswhereaboutsremain
unknown.

> A member of the Ba ochistan Nationa Party (BNP), Adam Gargnari, disappeared after apeaceful
protest rally staged by hisparty. The policefiled reports of treason against dl spegkersat therally
includingAdam Gargnari. On May 16th, 2004, hiscar wasdiscovered at theairport, however, he
remained missing. Hispolitica colleagueswereinitidly told that hewasin the custody of thecrime
branch and was detained under the Mai ntenance of Public Order (MPO) regulations. Later his
whereabouts could not befound. Thefamily hasfiled ahabeaus cor pus petition but Gargnari has
so far not been located. His party organized aprotest rally on May 21st, 2004. Casesof treason
wereregistered against the speakersat therally.

> Faiz, son of Hamza, 60 years of age, waswalking past aconstruction company in Turbat city
when an explosion took placeon May 18th, 2005. Faiz was severdly injured but was arrested by
the police on suspicion of having caused thebomb blast. Thepolice (in Turbat) handed himto the
Anti-Terrorist Forces. Faiz was produced in the High Court of Balochistaninaseverely injured
condition and, therefore, the court ordered that he be admitted to the Jail Ward of the Civil
Hospital, Quetta. On October 12™, 2005, the court released Faiz on bail but hewasrearrested
and has since been missing. He has not been producedin any court.

> Shoukat Bugti, son of Muhammad Ali Bugti, and hisrelative Hasan Bugti, son of Haji Abdul
Wahid, areresidents of Mach, district Bolan, Balochistan. They were arrested by the security
forcesfromtheir houseon June 10th, 2005, inthe presence of family members. They havesince
not been produced in any court and nor have their whereabouts been disclosed to their families.

> On November 18th, 2005, aleading poet and writer, Dr. Hanif Sharif, was detained by the
military from arestaurant in Turbat. A number of poetsand writerswerepresent at thetimethat he
was ‘picked up’ The president of the Balochistan Academy for Arts, Ghani Parvaz, has stated
that many academy members saw Sharif being taken away. Police had earlier refused to register
acase, but now clam unofficialy that Sharif hasbeen arrested. Hiswhereabouts are as yet not
known.

Torture

Tortureisendemicin Pakistan. The United Nations Specia Rapporteur on Torturevisited Pakistanin
1997. Heconcluded: “Torture, including rape, and similar cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment are rife in
Pekistan, dthough thosewith important family, political or internationa connectionsare somewhat lessat risk
of themost extremeformsof torture.””® He observed that allegations he had received throughout histenure
indicated that torture of personsin the custody of the police, the paramilitary and the armed forces was
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common, widespread and systematic in Pakistan.

The HRCPfindsthe situation extremedy darmingand urgesthe parliamentariansto pay specid attention
to thisvery serioushumanrightsviolation, whichisbe ng committed with impunity. Regrettably, the courtstoo
havefailed to take serious notice of torture and accept it asacommon reality.

The Constitution of Pakistan does not give absol ute protection against torture. Article 14 guarantees
“the dignity of man” and it is followed by a sub-article stating:

“No person shall be subject to torture for the purposes of extracting evidence.”

There can be no derogation from theright not to be tortured even in times of emergency, conflict or
externa war. HRCPisof the view that the constitutional guarantee against torture should be unqualified.
Pakistan’s law enforcement and decision makers must be acquainted with the provisions of the United Nations
Codeof Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials. Article5 of the Code states:

“No law enforcement official may inflict, instigate or tolerate any act of torture
or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, nor may any law
enforcement official invoke superior order or exceptional circumstances such as state of
war or athreat of war, athreat to National Security, internal political instability or any
other public emergency asajustification of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.”

Thegovernment of Pakistan should sgntothe UN Internationa Covenant on Civil and Politicd Rights
and itsOptiond Protocol. In particular, the Convention againgt Tortureand Other Crue, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment must besigned and ratified.

HRCP must emphasize that the reportsregarding alegations of torturereceived by them arethetip of
theiceberg. Amongst the reports which cannot be reported are those which do not sound credibleor are not
verified or consistent. Inadditiontothis, anumber of victimsand their familiesdo not wish to beidentified.

Allegations of torture

> Seven membersof Bal ochistan Students’” Organization (BSO) were arrested between the night of
24th and 25" March, 2005, from Karachi, after attending apeaceful rally protesting against the
army operation in Balochistan. Amongst them were Dr Imdad Baloch, Dr Yousaf Baloch, Dr
Naseem Bal och, Ghulam Rasool, Dr. Allah Nazar, Akhtar Nadeem and Ali Nawaz.. Dr Yousaf
Baloch, Dr Naseem Baloch, Ghulam Rasool and Dr Imdad Baloch were produced in police
station Sakhi Sarwar in DeraGhazi Khan after having beenkept inillegd confinement and tortured
by intelligenceagencies. They wererd eased on 24" May. Dr Allah Nazar waseventualy produced
inacourt in Rahimyar Khan on 13" August. Hewas then shifted to Bal ochistan and charged for
terrorigt acts. Heiscurrently a Central Jail Quetta Heisvirtudly pardysed and haslost asubstantia
part of hismemory. HRCPvice chairperson Mr Zahoor Ahmed Shawani met Dr Allah Nazar,
who reiterated he had suffered torture and asaconsequently is physically and mentaly impaired.

> Akhtar Nadeem, son of Lal Bakhsh, and Ali Nawaz were released on November 2™, 2005.
They had been kept in anti-terrorist sub-jail at Quetta. Both have given detail ed accounts of
torture. [See Appendix ‘B’for a detailed account by Dr. Imdad Baloch].

> Alam Pirkani Baloch, belonging to the Pirkani tribe, was arrested by the CIA on September 24th,
2000, in Jehaniah, Multan District, Punjab province. Hewas arrested by DSP Sheryar Khan,
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ASPM. Qasmand SHO Amanullah. The same evening hewastransferred to the police station
a Railway Station, Khanewa. Thefollowing day hewasblindfolded and transferred to the Quetta
City Police Station. A day | ater, he was handed over to the Federa Intelligence Unit (FIU).

For the next 15 days, hewasbrutdly tortured. Hewasforced to keep standing inanindignant condition
wearing only hisunderwear in freezing conditions. Partsof hisbody were burnt with cigarettes. After helost
consciousness, hewas shifted to the Military Hospital (CMH) Quetta, and wastreated therefor six days.

Blindfolded, he was once
again shifted toan underground room _
withnolightandlittleventilation.For |~~~
threedays, hewasfedonlyapiece | = T
of bread and acup of tea, after which v
hewashanded over tothe FIU once
again. Inthe custody of the FIU, he
was hung upside down with some
sharp edged tool between histhighs
and hands. After hishandsand legs
bled for awhile, hewastaken down
only to bere-tortured. Chiliesand
salt were rubbed on hiswounds.

He has been under treatment
after hisfamily filed severd casesin , g R
the courts and protested. He was ~-
finaly shifted to Quettajail. Since . B
then, hehasbeenin Zohbjail,ina
deteriorating state of mental hedlth.
Hehisunableto properly recognize membersof family. During theinterrogation, hewas asked how well and
what heknew of Nawab Khair Baksh Marri. Hewasa so asked to namethe peopleinvolved in thekilling of
Justice Nawaz Marri Baloch in January 2000. So far, no evidence hasbeen produced against himin court, but
heremainsimprisoned.

»  Ali BaegbelongstotheMarri tribe. Helived in Hazar Ghanji, Quetta. On January 8th, 2000, he
was arrested by personnel of the City Police Station, Quetta, and handed over to the FIU. For
eight days, hewasbruta ly tortured. Hewas madeto stand naked in freezing temperatures, given
€lectric shocksand beaten with rubber strips. After two monthsof remaininginthecustody of the
CIA andtheFIU, hewastransferred tojail. During thisperiod, the FIU woul d take him away at
night, in order to torture him further. After ayear, hewasonce again transferred to the FIU camp
whereheavy sted rollerswereapplied to hisbody. During theinterrogations, hewasasked about
Nawab Khair Baksh Marri and pressured to give astatement implicating himin the murder of
JusticeMarri.

»  Eid Mohammad, son of Haji Wali Jan, resident of New Kahan, Western bypass Quettawas
arrested along with histwo uncles Bal och Khan and Shadi Khan on February 10th, 2004. Eid
wasastudent of class8 andwas 14 yearsold at thetimeof hisarrest. Hewasarrested under the
Maintenance of Public Order (MPO) and waskept in custody for three months. Hewastortured

Paramilitary forces could be spotted everywhere.
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brutally. Detail shave not been reported, but it must be brought on record that Eid no longer goes
to school and suffersfrom regular nightmares. Hisfamily hasreported that he screamshystericaly
inhisslegp and pleads not to betortured. A ccording to them, the three months of incarceration
will haunt Eid for life. Shadi Khan son of Raheen Baksh isalaborer by profession, and was
detained under the Maintenance of Public Order (MPO) for three months. During thisperiod, he
wastortured through beatings and was deprived of deep.

Hazal Khan, son of Denah Khan, isan ordinary working class person. Heisaround 40-45 years
old and works asacaretaker inthe house of Nawab Khair Baksh Marri at Arbab Karum Khan
Road, Quetta. On December 3rd, 2004, while Hazal went about hisdaily chores, hewas picked
by the CIA dong with officia sof anintelligence agency. The other employees present, asked to
seethewarrantsof arrest, but wereignored. Hazal ’s family inquired about his whereabouts from
theofficidsat Saryab policestation. The police admitted they had arrested Hazal, but thefollowing
day blatantly denied al knowledge.

Hazal waskept inaQuli-camp for one month and was severely tortured. Hisfamily wasonly
allowed to meet him after onemonth. Hewas detai ned for five months under the Maintenance of
Public Order (MPO) and then rel eased.

On December 25th, 2004, it wasreported that four membersof the FC werekilled by unknown
persons. In retaliation, the FC erected six check posts and started extensive ‘house to house’
searches. During this period, anumber innocent peoplewere beaten and injured. Subsequently, in
village Naag, the FC started another search and used physical violence. Abid, atwelveyear old,
was brutally beaten by FC personnel, in the presence of hismother, and asaresult lost two of his
front teeth. It isal so reported that 11 people suffered injuriesduring thisraid.

Sorab Baloch wasborn in January, 1979, in Kohistan Marri, Kohlu. In 1998, some 160 Mari
tribesmen were arrested on accusation of beinginvolvedinthekilling of Justice Nawaz Marri.
Sorab wasamongst those arrested. Hewaskept in different jailsfor two months.

Heallegesthat hewas severely tortured inthejail, in the poli ce station and in Quli-camp. After
thorough investigation hewas granted bail but Sorab could not arrange for the surety amount.
Finally, hewasreleased on asurety of Rs.40,000. Hestill bearsmarksof torture.

Gul Hassan Marri Baoch wasarrested along with hisuncle Noor Muhammad Marri on October
1st, 2001. They werereturning to their housein Turbat when they were stopped at acheck point
in Bismaand thoroughly searched. All their documentswerefound in order, but the FC accused
Noor Muhammad for being rude to them. Both uncle and nephew were arrested and sent to
Sorab police stationin separate vehicles. They were unaware of each others’ whereabouts until
they weretransferred to Quli-camp the sameday. Gul was stripped naked and handcuffed. Five
peopleinterrogated him. Hewas madeto lieflat on adesk and beaten with rubber stripson his
belly, legsand thighs. After helost consciousness, hewas brought around by splashing cold water
on him. Thisform of torture continued till dawn. He wasthen moved to aroom where hewas
handcuffed and placed in fettersin away where only histoes could touch the ground with the
entireweight of hisbody falling on hishands. Afterwards, hewastied in chainsand these were
pulled in oppositedirectionsby histormentors, thereby severely bruising thebody of thevictim.
Often two heavy menwould stand on histhighs. Later hisgenitalswereburnt with alighter. This
form of torturelasted for 18 days. Hewas so severely injured that he unableto eat with hisown
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hands. Gul alsolost track of time. Gul reported that atechnique, which HRCP hasheard of in
other cases too, of ‘stick rolling’ was used on him as a means of sexual assault. He has lost
potency sincethenand isunder trestment.

During theinterrogation, hewas pressurized to give evidence against Nawab Khair Baksh Marri
inthemurder tria of JusticeMarri. Refusal to comply with thetormentors’ demands would result
in aworse form
of torture. On
December 24th,
2001, Gul and his
uncle  were
handed over to
the police who
produced them
before the
Session Judge,
Nazeer Langu, on
January 7th,
2002. Thepalice
midled thejudge
by sayingthat the
prisoners were
gpprehended two
daysearlier. Gul
found the
courage to
correct their
statement and showed signs of torture but the judge neverthel ess granted seven daysremand to
thepolice. Gul paid aheavy pricefor hisoutcry and was subsequently tortured in aworse manner.

Gul issuffering from savereinfection in thekidneysand testicles. He hasnot been granted bail and
remainsinjal.

Noor Muhammad Marri Baloch, arrested with Gul, wastortured and asked to give evidence
against Nawab Khair Baksh Marri. Hewasthreatened and told that in case herefused to testify
against the Nawab, hisnephew would bekilled and hisfamily membersabducted. Heisaccused
infour cases, including themurder case of Justice Nawaz Marri; so far, he hasbeen acquittedin
two.

Noor ispartidly pardyzed after being subjected to torture. Hewasmedicaly examined by surgeons
Dr. Hameedullah Buzdar, Dr. Saleem Bareach and Dr. Ameer M uhammad Panazi. Noor isno
longer inaposition to recognize hisrel atives. Hewasreleased onbail, andis presently undergoing
treatment in Karachi.

Peoplein Sui, waiting to see the HRCP mission.
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Part - 2

Visit to Sui and Dera Bugti

Settlement by force!

After reportsbeganto comein of renewed fightingin DeraBugti, HRCP decided to visit thearea, firstly
to determinethe nature of eventson March 17, 2005 and to i nvestigate why anew conflict had broken out
and escalated in December. HRCP al so wished to assess |oss of human life, if any, the threat to civilian
populations, thedisplacement of peopleand verify reportsof other humanrightsviolations.

HRCP heard credible accounts of bombardment, heavy shelling and asiegelaid around thetown of
DeraBugti by the FC. It aso received evidence of disappearances, desths duetoindiscriminateand excessive
use of force by the security forcesand other seriousviolationsof human rights.

On route

On 8" January, 2006, two teams of the HRCPI ft for DeraBugti and Sui. Theauthoritieswereintimated
of themission and apressreleasewasa soissued inthisregard. Mr. Zahoor Ahmed Shivani and Mr. Zainuddin
accompanied by somejournaistsleft Quettafor DeraBugti. Ms. AsmaJahangir and Mr. Afrasayab K hattak
flew to Multan, with theintention of drivingto Sui and DeraBugti viaK ashmore. They too, wereaccompanied
by somejourndigts.

The Quettateam was stopped at checkpoint Sangsila, manned by Bambore RifleWing 64. The officer
inchargewas Mg or Naveed. Theteam wastold it could not proceed further a ong the metalled road, asthe
“furraris’ were firing and there were landmines along the way. At that time the team was only 45 or 50 kilometres
away from DeraBugti. Whileat the check-post, team members saw several pick-upsand trucks carrying
hundreds of people who were fleeing DeraBugti, and seemed to be plying along the same road without
difficulty. Mg or Naveed confirmed people had been leaving DeraBugti for thelast threeweeks or so.

Mr Zahoor Shawani, who was leading the team from Quetta, was then put in contact with Colonel
Furgan at DeraBugti. He denied the team access. The personnel at the checkpoint suggested to theteam hat
they could take another route, along an unmetta ed road, by which it would takethem fiveand ahalf hoursto
reach DeraBugti. They werewarned thiswas ahazardous undertaking. Subsequently with the help of two
local Bugti tribesmen, theteam took the alternative route. They werewarned to switch off the headlights of
their vehicles, asthe FC often fired on theroad. If the FC was sincerel y concerned for the security of theteam,
they would not have suggested taking aworserisk.

Alongthisvery tortuousroute, theteam saw tractor trolleys, pick-upsand variousformsof transport,
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including donkeys, on which peoplewerefleeing DeraBugiti.

The Lahoreteam including Ms. AsmaJahangir and Mr. Afrasiab Khattak wasfired upon by unknown
persons, about 25 minutes after Kashmore. Their car was singled out and severd bulletswerefiredintheir
directionfor aperiod of at least five minutes. Theteam, there after returned to Kashmore and spent the night
a the FC headquarters.

Membersof theteam suspect that the attack was preplanned by an organized agency and carried out in
abrazen manner. Theroad on which theincident took place ran through an open field and anyone lurking
around could haveeasily been spotted by the frequent security patrolsin thearea. The placewheretheincident
occurred islocated between two rangers’ checkpoints, minutes away from each other.

A number of HRCP membersin Multan, Bahawal pur and DeraGhazi K han were contacted by members
of theintelligence agenciesto inquire about the program and schedul e of themission. At Multan airport, a
number of intelligence personnel were present and photographed the car inwhich theteam wastraveling.
Similarly, at DeraGhazi Khan, they were once again photographed.

Onthenight of theincident, an gpplication wassubmitted to the DSP of Rojhanfor filingan FIR. Despite
promises, no FIR hasso far beenfiled, and therewere no recoveries either madefrom the place of occurrence
or e setheevidencewasremoved.

Thefollowing day, theBa ochistan LiberaionArmy (BLA) alegedly claimed responsibility for theattack.
According to apress statement appearinginthe media, the BLA spokesman expressed hisgrief at “Punjabis
visiting theareain order to rub salt on thewounds of the Baloch people.”

HRCPisappalled at theincident and depl ores such actsof violence cal cul ated to threaten humanrights
activigs. They remain bewildered a thegovernments’ reluctance to investigate the incident. Moreover considering
thefindingsof themissionitisnot quiteclear why the BLA would want to scare the team away. Wefeel the
concocted statement regardingthe BLA claim could at | east have been spared an ethnic dant.

FC Headquarters, Kashmore:

TheHRCPwouldliketo expressitsappreciation for the hospital ity and comfort offered to them by the
Rangersand FC officers. At the sametime, the HRCPwould liketo put on record that the District Coordination
Officer (DCO), DeraBugti, Mr. Abdul Samad Lasi, the DSPof Rojhan, and other police constablesarrived at
the FC headquarters and took note of the incident that occurred. The DCO also gave acomprehensive
briefing to theteam. Theteam membersremain grateful to himfor sharing hisinsights.

Briefing of the DCO, Dera Bugti:

The DCO regretted that hewasformally not informed of thevisit, but confessed that hewas however
aware of it unofficialy and had been awaiting theteam’s arrival since three in the afternoon. He claimed that
shops and businessesin Sui had beenforcibly closed under pressurefrom Nawab Akbar Bugti, in order to
confusetheteam about the extent of officid harassment and the nature of protests of ordinary people caughtin
thecrossfire. He assured theteam that Sui was paral yzed and that therewas sometroublein DeraBugti owing
to ‘miscreants’.

TheDCO denied any civilian casudties had taken place asaresult of the conflictin DeraBugti.

Hea so madesevera allegationsof abusesand crimina actscommitted by the Nawab. Amongst these
wererunning of private prisons, inwhich, according to the DCO, 250 peoplewere being held captive. After
theHRCPteam promised to visit these sights, he clarified that since last December, 55 prisoners had been
rel eased, and therest weretakento the““furari” camps to fight against the security forces. He also alleged that
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on the orders of the Nawab, opponentswerekilled and police officia skidnapped. He narrated an incident
where DSP RanaTahir Mansoor was spared in an abduction attempt, because he disclosed that hewasa
Syed®, but the constable and driver accompanying him had been kidnapped. One of those kidnapped, Farooq
Ahmed, returned after being kept aprisoner for two monthsin the private prison of the Nawab at DeraBugti.
The Nawab wasal so accused of engineering anumber of car-jackings. Theteam wasinformed that elections
in DeraBugti wereheld under threat and pressure. All candidateswere returned unopposed and no one dared
to challenge the candidates of the Nawab. In short, the DCO said, that the Nawab wasrunning a““parallel
State.”

The DCO waskind enough to shareapaper with theteam entitled, “Akbar Bugti: A failed man.” The
paper was being distributed by the FC headquarters, asafax number 081-9201831 and PROHQ FC QTA
wasprinted onit.

The DCO vehemently denied any army action or operationin DeraBugti, but said that “an army action”
wastaking placein Kohlu.. Hemaintained that the security forceswere only defending themsel ves against the
Bugti militants. Their presencewascrucid for the protection of roads, gas pipelines, and other installations.
According to him, thelocal population wel comesthe presence of the security forcesand |ook upon themto
protect them from the expl oitations of the Nawab. Hewas particul arly concerned about the protection of the
sub-tribeswho had fallen out
with the Nawab. These sub-
tribes, accordingto him, are
mainly the Masoori, Kalpar,
and Ahmadan. Elaboratingon
inter-tribe feuds, the DCO
said that the Dinari Kalpars
were now disputing the
ownership and possession of
the land in Sui, held by the
Nawab, andwereclaimingit
astheir own.

Explaningthestuation
in Sui, the DCO claimed that
the government is fully in
control of thetown and there
was no support for the
Nawab. In fact, he quipped
that the Nawab’s only
presencewashishouse, which
too, the DCO has been
advised totake over. At thesametime, the DCO maintained that the Nawab wasa“hurdle” to the government’s
plansof development. Hence, the government, according to him, was determined to get rid of Nawab Akbar
Bugti at any cost.*?

Anayzing thestuation, the DCO said that thetens on between the government and militant Bugtisliesin
thelatter’s refusal to acknowledge the identity of Pakistan. In his view, all demands of provincial autonomy had
becomeirrel evant, asthe present regime was determined to strengthen district governments. He believed that
these were the demands of modern governance. Hewas also of the opinion that Bal ochistan was not the
“heritage” of the Baloch, as they were historically a minority ethnic group coming from West Asia. The indigenous
peopleof theareawere called ‘Toran’, and the DCO himself belonged to this group.

Another cantonment comes up in Balochistan.
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On devel opment issues, the DCO said that the government had aready alocated asum of Rs.1 billion
for thebuilding of cantonmentsin Sui. Half of thisamount had already been sanctioned. He gave documents
with plans of shifting thetown of Sui to anew location, to be named Sohriabad. It isplanned to belocated in
Tilli Mat, near the headquarters of Union Council Gandoi. Thethirty thousand residents of Sui areplannedto
be shifted to this new location, while the cantonment and the compound of Pakistan Petroleum Limited will
remaninSui.

Uponinquiry, the DCO authoritatively claimed knowledgethat therape of Dr. Shaziahad taken place,
but, accordingto him, the rapistswere Bugtis.

Helater disclosed that Dr Hanif Bugti, apathol ogist working at the PPL, was whisked away by an
intelligence agency. According to him, while Dr Bugti was on duty, awhite-coloured Datsun came and took
him away, on suspicion of beinginvolved inthe Dr Shaziacase. Dr Bugti’s wife is also employed at the same
place.

The DSP of Rojhan also expressed hishitternessagainst the Bugtis. He blamed them for disturbing the
peaceof hisarea, whichfalsin Punjabandislocated around fifty kilometersaway from Sui. Accordingto him,
the Bugtiswereprimitive, violent, and “only bathed once a year.”

Observations made in Sui

Thegaspipelinerunsfor milesfromand around Sui. It ismostly exposed and unattended, asguarding it
physically would beimpossible. Therearecrediblereports of attackson the pipelinesand other installations.
Government sourcesreport 15 suchincidentstook place until December 2005. Theloca population, however,
corrected theimpressionthat theBugti tribewasdl out to destroy theingtalations. Someincidentshad occurred
but, according totheir version, thesewereoverblown. They pointed out that for many yearsthey had protected
the pipelines, without any hurdles and that their income comes from that very source. They said that only
extreme desperation could lead to the destruction of gasinstallations. HRCP hopesthat the confrontation
never reaches such astage.

Contrary totheimpression given by the DCO, theteam found theloca population hostileto themilitary.
Theteam received an extraordinary reception by hundreds of people, including children. A large number, al'so
cameout of their houses spontaneously to meet theteam. All shopsand businesses of thetown were closed.
Independent sources confirmed that businesshad cometo ahat since December 30" 2005, after gpprehensions
of evenworseviolence by the Frontier Corps.

Locd peopletold theteam that d ong with the troop movements, ahouse-to-house search was conducted
in Sui. An dready tense situation wasfurther aggravated, as hundreds of peoplefrom DeraBugti started to
moveto Sui. The HRCP team met alarge number of displaced persons, who were residents of thetown of
DeraBugti and had now movedto Sui or werein transit.

The peoplethat theteam met complained bitterly about the trestment meted out to them by the security
forces. Membersof theteam had spread themsel ves out, to enablethemto hear all versionsof theevents. A
number of passersby and children wered sointerviewed ingroupsand individudly. They al wanted hodtilities
to end and the security forcesremoved to adistance. In other words, ademilitarization of thedistrict. They
werenumerous complaints against the security forces, particularly of brutal behaviour, eventowardschildren.
Theteam saw marksof bulletson school buildings, homesand shops. Thelocd swereterrified and angry. They
asked theteamif their own army even consdered them citizens. They gaveevidencethat gun-ships, helicopters
and fighter jetswere used to bombard DeraBugti. They complained that their children had gone crazy, dueto
fear.

They accused the government of meting out collective punishment to the Baloch for therocket launcher
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attacksduring President Musharraf ’s visit. They asked whether Karachi or Islamabad was bombed after the
attacks onthe President and Prime Minister, from which they escaped narrowly. They refuted the argument
that the FC wasthereto protect gasingtallations, by pointing out therewereno such ingtalationsin DeraBugti,
yet the FC wasfully entrenched inthetown. Theteam later saw the situation first hand. The FC hasnumerous
‘morchas’ and check posts, and in fact a
picket of theFC isbased onahill overlooking
theresdentid quartersof NawbAkbar Bugti.

There were anumber of allegations
made of abuses committed by the security
forcesagainst unarmed civilian. TheHRCP
" || couldnot verify dl such complaintsbecause
of thelarge number of such alegations, but
¥ | some credible information is being
documented.

Asregardstheextrajudicid killingsof
non-combatantsin DeraBugti by the security
‘ forceson March 17", 2005, HRCP received
evidencethat at |east 43 non combatantswere
' W killed by indiscriminate and excessive use of
Asma with Bugti children in the streets 0f i forceof thesecurity forces. Thelist of victims
isgivenbelow:

List of Hinduskilled on March 17th, 2005 at Dera Bugti

Sr. # Children’snameand parentage Age

1 Atti Divi dloBachaMad One& hdlf years
2. QuvitaDevi d/o Dewan Chand 3years

3. SarkashaDevi d/o Saroon Kumar Two & half years
4. Amar Devi d/lo RgjesKumar One& half years
5. Deepak Kumar s/o Narenjan Kumar One& hdlf years
6. Vicky Kumar s'o TaraKumar One& half years
7. Ajeet Kumar g0 Vicky Kumar 2Years

8. Washa s'o Manoher Lal Five& haf years
9. Raveet Yo Manoher Lal Two & hdf years
10. RekhaDevi d/o Rukan Chand Syears

11. Ameer Chand /o Rukhan Chand 2years

12. Sant Kumar oNand La Syears

13. SangeetaDavi d/oNand Lal 3years

14. NarmeetaDevi d/oMoti Lal 7years

15. Vikrams/oSantLd 9years

16. BarkhaDevi d/o Luchhman Singh 3years

17. Ramesh Kumar g/o Preetam Kumar 1year

18. Ravi Kumar goRamesh Ladl Syears

19. Ameet Kumar s/o Dewan Chand 16 years
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Women Name

1 ZarkaDevi w/o Manoher Lal
2 SharmedlaDebew/o Rukhan Chand
3 Mai Conish Devi w/oMoti La

Name

<
®
S

[ —

Mukhi Mohan Md so BramaMals
Dewan Chand /o TaraChand
Saroom Kumar §/o Deyal Dass
LalooMal s/oDeyd Dass

Ram Lal s'o Chander La

Raesh Kumar s/o Chander Lal
Narjen Kumar §o Ranjhan Dass
Nand La s/o Sobha Singh
ReshaDasssoNand Lal
BachaMa s'o Mokhi MohanMa
Suresh Kumar §/o0 Santu: succumbed to hisinjurieson 22™ of March, 2005
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Injuired

Ashok Kumar /o TaraChand
Gulshan Kumar s'o Sunder Lal
Jaspa /o Sunder Ld

Santosh Kumar SoMoti La
Govind Ram /o Rukhan Chand
Ramesh Kumar o Moti La
Narress/o TaraChand

Mankoo s/o Deya Dass

Krin Kumar s/o Lal Chand

Pond Kumar s/o Deyal Dass
Bhagwan Dasss/o0 Meechd Ram
ShamLa oNamaMal

Bhagoo Ma s'loChonLa
Roshan Kumar oMati La
Vicky o Doulat Ram

Navend La ’o Mohan Ram
Darshan Kumar s/o Bhagwan Dass
Jewat Lal s’oLd Chand

Sanjeet JoAnandLa
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Sr.# Womaninjuired
1 Tai Devi w/o Chander Ld
2 AnjnaDevi w/o Rginder Kumar
3 AshaDevi w/o Dewan Chand
4 Daughter of Chander La
5 Mai Lailaw/oSantoo Mal
Bugti tribesmen killed
Sr.# Maninjuired
1. Yar M. Karmanzai s'o Hazar Khan
2. Gulzar s'o Raitag Dodazai
3. Shah Jamd diasTotas/'o MolhaMoondrani
4, Ali Muhammad §o Eido Karmanzais
5. Murad Bakhsh /o Moula Bakhsh Karmanzai
6. Murid s/o Zarak Kmaranzai
7. Sharif /o Shahwano Phoonja
8. Ghouso Ramezai 50 Jango
9. AminMandwani 'o DinaM oondwani
10. JangasoMastAli Chandrazai
11. Wali Dad Marhata
12. Malook Masoori /o Daryan
13. GhulamAli Ranazai S0 Ramoo
14. Udo Sandrani /o Tangi
15. Nasiban /o Namal Kamanzai
16. Raman Nothani
17. Gul Bahar Nothani
18. Mohammead Din Joz
19. [lmuddin Shambani
20. Yar Khan Sianzai
21.  Wushdd Dom
22.  AmiruddinDangi
23. Tg Kohli
24, Kool Mir
25.  Wasyak Pirbur
26. Nawabuddin Hamzani
27 GohramMarshata

N
0

Bari Pahi o Raman




HRCP fact-finding missions’report 29

TheHindu Community

HRCP met adel egation of the Hindu community, who had | eft thetown of DeraBugti and weretaking
refugein Sui. They told theteam that dl membersof their community had shifted out of DeraBugti. Somewere
in Sui, while others had migrated to other parts of Pakistan. They presented ahome video to the pressand
membersof theteam. It was shot during the outbreak of violence on March 17th, 2005, in DeraBugti. The
video showsunarmed civiliansrunning around for shelter during shelling, bombardment, and firing. According
to them, thefatalities occurred because of the heavy force used by the Frontier Corps. They confirmed that 33
membersof their community werekilled, mostly women and children, whowerein their homesand could not
take shelter quickly enough. Thevideo showsdead bodieswith severeinjuries.

Hattu Ram, asmall shop owner, aged 60, told HRCPthat 200 to 250 Hindu familieshad migrated from
DeraBugti to Kashmore, Lehri and other places. Only two Hindu and three Sikhsremained inthetown. The
Hindus homes had been |ocated under the boundary wall of Nawab Akbar Bugti’s residential quarters, and
amost theentirecommunity had fled in fear after fighting began..

Inter-tribal complaintsand feuds

HRCPwas approached by Sardar Ghulam Qadir Masoori (from asub-tribeof the Bugtis), and requested
by him to investigate al egations made against Nawab Akbar Bugti. HRCP hopesthat the government will
inquireinto all such complaintsand take appropriatelegal meansto redressthegrievancesof Sardar Ghulam
Qadir Masoori.

Colonel Furgan was dready handling the matter and said the Masooriswere “taking shelter” with the
FC and would betransported back to the Baiker area.

In hiscomplaint, Masoori disclosed that hewasamember of the M gjlis-e-Shooraduring Ziaulhag'’s
regime. Later, he contested el ectionsagainst Salim Bugiti, the son of Nawab Akbar Bugti. Accordingto him, he
lost but secured asubstantial amount of votes, thereby annoying the Nawab. Sardar Ghulam Qadir wrotethat
hehad carried out anumber of development projects, which wereopposed by Nawab Akbar Bugti. Hegave
an account of theNawab’s abuses against him and members of his clan. Amongst other accusations, he wrote
that the Nawab had imprisoned himin hisprivatejail but hewas ableto escapeonApril 17", 2005. According
to him, asaroutine practi ce, the Nawab ordered shaving off the head, beard, and moustache of hisadversaries.
Helisted namesof peoplewho had suffered thisabuse.

In Sui, theteam met around 25 personsin the PPL compound and in the house of the DCO, DeraBugti.
Thegroupidentified themsel vesas membersof the Ka par sub-tribe. They declined to givetheir namesor be
photographed or interviewed by the press. They expressed fear and apprehended reprisal by the Nawab.
They narrated the background of their feudswith, the Nawab, whichHRCP isacquai nted with and urged the
government to bring al perpetratorsof crimesduring thesefeudstojustice.

The Kalpars a'so made all egations of abuse by Nawab Akbar Bugti and his tribesmen. They, too,
alleged, that the Nawab often punished peopl e by shaving off their heads, beards, and moustache. They aso
made astrong pleathat the Bugti land in Sui belonged to them, rather thanto any other Bugti sub-tribeor the
Nawab.

The HRCP team noted, with distaste, that four membersof the secret serviceswerein theroom and
recording avideo of the meeting. Theteam membersforbadethem from doing so, astheKd parshad themsdves
expressed their apprehension at being filmed or photographed. Team membersrequested the secret services
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agentsto leavetheroom, which they did. A few minutes|ater, three other secret services agentsjoined the
mesting.

The HRCPteam wasgiven acounter version by theBugti tribe. Without goinginto the detail sof the sub-
tribefeuds, theteam membersweretold that there are official documentsto show that electionshave been
contested in DeraBugti except inexceptiona instances. They denied that anyonewas abducted by the Bugtis.
Onthecontrary, they claimed that Ghulam Qadir Masoori himsdlf cameto organizeajirga, in DeraBugiti, to
resolvetheir owninfighting. According to them, hewasflown to Quettain March on an FC helicoper to safety
after anarmy action and on hisarrival hedenied being kept at DeraBugti forcibly.

TheKalpar-Bugti enmity dates back to many years. HRCP had taken up theissue of theKalparsin
June, 1993. It isrecorded in the Jehd-i-hag of July, 1993.%

According toindependent sources, the feud turned bloody when, in May 1992, Amir Hamza (K alpar),
was shot dead in apolling station during elections, while opposing late Saal Bugti (son of the Nawab). The
Kapar aleged that Salim Bugti, the elder son of the Nawab had abetted the crime. Hewas declared innocent
duringinvestigation but the mai n accused was subsequently tried and acquitted. A few daysafter the murder of
Amir Hamza, the son of Nawab Akbar Bugti was shot downin Quetta. It iswidely reported that when Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif went to condolewith the Nawab, hewas shown afax sent by the IS officein Quetta
to their head quarters, predicting that “something big” was about to happen.

HRCPisinno position to dispensejustice between thetribes. It hasrepeatedly urged the government to
ensurethat judticeisequaly appliedtodl citizensof Pakistan and that justiceismadeaccessibletodl individuas.
Thewrit of the government can only berespected if the system of justiceis made effective and independent.
Theready useof violencedoesnot ensurethewrit of any civilized government. HRCP, d sofindsthegovernment’s
methodsof exploiting intra-tribd rivariesdistressng. A number of lawyers, including thelawyer engagedinthe
murder case of Salal Bugti, confirmed that three accused persons, tried in absentia, are now openly holding
press conference, arranged by government functionaries, and covered inthemedia.'2

The Town of Dera Bugti

Account of the Frontier Corps

Theteam from HRCP was graciously received and briefed by Col Furgan, head of the FC in Dera
Bugti. The Colond showed theemptiesof rocket launchers, shellsand other ammunition used by Bugti militants
against the FC. Healso gave hisversion of theeventsof March 17" in DeraBugti.

Colond Furgan told theteam he did not know the number of civilian casudties.

Hecomplained of land mineslad by Bugti militants. Four vehicles of the FC weredestroyed, inthelast
eight days, by explosion of the mines. Hewasgrieved that 13 FC werekilled since July 2004, andintotal 104
had |ost their livessince 1977 during the present conflict or past standoffs between the Bugti tribesmen and the
FC. Hedid admit, however, that between mid April to end June, not asingleincident took place, because of
Shujaat-Mushahidintervention. According to hisversion, thehogtilitiesrestarted, after June 2005, because of
anincident of explosion of aland minenear Pekd, resulting in theamputation of theleg of asoldier. Although,
the Bugtisdenied responsibility, yet, according to Colond Furgan, the FC took positionsto defend itself. The
Bugti tribesmening st that theincident wasan excusefor the FC to renew hogtilities. They deny involvement in
layingminesin Pekd.

At the FC headquarters, theteam met acouplewith aninjured child. The mother explained that thechild
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wasinjured during crossfire between thetwo sides. The Colond wasa so kind enough to present theteamwith
an audio tape and transcript of aspeech allegedly made by Nawab Akbar Bugti, although it wasrecorded in
Urdu by another person for reasons of trand ation. The date on thetranscript was Cheor 6, after the Nawab
had | eft hishomefor an undisclosed | ocation. Thetapeincludes somederogatory remarksagainst Punjabis.

Thetone of the Colonel about the Bugti tribesmen was at best patronizing. He boasted that he was
providing themwith education, hed th and an opportunity to lead ahygieniclife.

HRCP regretsand deploresthekillingsof FC soldiers. It isalarmed at the use of land minesby the
militants and urgesthem to cease this method of warfareimmediately. At the sametime, the HRCP, was
bewildered by therole of the FC headquartersin preparing propagandamaterial against their adversaries.
Agentsof the State must remain neutral and abide strictly to therol e attributed to them by law.

The town and its people

DeraBugti town hasapopulation of around 25,000 people. Thedigtrict of DeraBugti hasapopul ation
of 182,000. Even according to government sources, 85% of theresidents of DeraBugti haveleft town. The
mission saw what |ooked like aghost town. Even thedistrict nazim had been driven away. The very few |eft
behind had either taken refuge in the compounds of Nawab Akbar Bugti or were preparing to leave. The
HRCPteam travelling from Quetta, saw anumber of vehicleson the way, laden with household goodsand
family membersleaving Dera
Bugti. On the team’s
enquiries, they confirmed that
dalyfiringandshdlingbythe
FC had put their livesat risk.
They narrated their accounts
of thearmy action of March
17th, 2005, confirming
civilian casudties. They also
complained about thecalous
behaviour of theFC, and their
derogatory attitudetowards
local people. All of them
confirmed that schools had
not been functioning, as
children had stopped coming
after the conflict started in
March, but dosed completdy
after renewed fighting in
December 2005.. Theteam _The deserted streets of Dera Bugti Town on Jan 9th when the HRCP team visited it.
was ableto seethat thetown
wasdeserted. Therewasnowater or € ectricity except invery few locations. Theonly sign of lifewasinthe FC
headquarters and in the compound of the Nawab, where around 200 peopl e were hanging around- some
armed but otherswere unarmed and were seeking shelter there. Therewas d so abunker with ammunition at
the entrance of the compound.

Duringtheteam’s visit, not a single bullet was shot from either side. It was some encouragement to hear
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someFC officids, who in confidencetold the team that the solutionto the dispute at hand did not lieintheuse
of violenceand needed beresol ved through politica means. At thesametimetribesmen at the Bugti compound
expressed smilar concerns.

HRCPfound nearly al the shopsat DeraBugti closed. They weretold they had remained shut for over
amonth. A shopkeeper, who spoketo ateam member at hismedical store, stated he had opened hisshop after
amonth, and only because the HRCP team wasin town. He said he had only afew syrupsand tablets, and no
other medical supplies. Only thisstore and two small kioskswere open from the 200 or so shopsin Dera

Bugti.

Meeting with Nawab Akbar Bugti

The HRCP team drove down to an undisclosed location to meet the Nawab. They expressed their
concernsto him, particularly on theissue of using mines, running of private prisonsand aleged abduction of
eight policemen. The Nawab did not deny that there were minesaround but denied that histribesmen were
involved. About privatejails, heexplaned that thefactswere being distorted. According to him, the punishment
for those convicted by local jirgas, isexecuted by limiting their movements. Therefore, such people hang
around in aconfined areabut they are not locked up in aprison. He emphatically denied abducting eight
policemen. According to him, theauthorities had contacted him to use hisgood offices, inlocating the abducted
policemen. Hesaid he had tried to get them freed but was unsuccessful.

Onamorepositive note, the Nawab, agreed that the root cause of the disputewas political, which must
eventudly beresolved through palitica means. At thesametime, hehad severd misgivingsand did not trust the
motives of the government. Hewas convinced that they had been spoiling for afight, in order toestablisha
military ruleinthearea, for the purposes of getting exclusive management of the natural resources of the
Province.

Human rightsviolations

During both missions, the HRCP teamswere given documentati on and verbal accounts of incidents of
human rightsviolations. HRCP could not verify al accounts presented to them because of time constraintsand
because DeraBugti wasvirtually empty. However, those reports, which wereeither confirmed by acredible
sourceor givenfirst-hand, are being documented. Other alegations, provided by the spokesperson of Jamhoori
Watan Party, are being reproduced.

Bombings

Theresidentsof DeraBugti, who met theteam in Sui, onrouteandin DeraBugti city, al confirmed that
the FC bombed civilian targets on March 17", 2005. Since December 30", 2005, use of rocket launchers,
shelling and bombarded has regul arly been carried out by the FC. They have used heavy weaponry, gunship
helicoptersand rocked launcherstargeting civilian targetsand population aswell. It isaleged that sincethen at
least 150 civilians, mostly women and children have been killed. Thisfigureincludesthefatditiessuffered on
March 17th, 2005.

The HRCP team saw widespread destruction of schoolsand housesin Dera Bugti and Sui. Local
peopl ea so showed theteam pieces of shrapnel and other evidence of the devastation caused by thefighting.
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I ndiscriminate use of force

Therewasoverwhelming evidence, by thedestruction visibleinthearea, that the security forceshave
engaged in excessive and indiscriminate use of force, aso against theunarmed civilian popul ation.

Disappear ances

>

Gul Muhammad Bugti, father of Khadim Hussain, resdent of Mandowai Colony, Thes|l Sui, Zila
DeraDugti was abducted on November 17, 2005. According to hisfamily members hewas
picked up whileappearingin court and that, therewere at | east four eyewitnesses present, who
arewillingtotestify to thefacts. He has since never been heard.

Sher Muhammad, generd secretary of Pakistan PetroleumWorkers’ Union (PPWU) CBA, Mirza
Shaukat Ali, President PPWU, Saifuddin deputy secretary PPWU, Hgji T Muhammad, member
PPWU, Ghulam Muhammead, Vice President, PPWU, Niaz M uhammad, Senior vice president
PPWU, Niaz Muhammad, Joint Secretary PPWU, Tanvir Ahmed, Vice president Adhi Field,
Nadeem Asghar, member PPWU, Abdul Aziz son of Haji Tgf Muhammad, Abdul Hamid, Mir
Ahmed, Mahmud Kafil Ahmed, Amir Ali and KhudaBaksh arefrom PPWU. The sixteen people
named abovewereinvited by the management of Pakistan Petroleum Limited to Karachi for
holding negotiations on the charter of demands presented by the Union. On December 6™, 2005
they reached Karachi and were put up in Regent PlazaHote by the management. On 7" and 8"
December the Union members held negotiationswith the management. Theabove mentioned
Union members and leaders were asleep when they were rounded up by security forces
accompanied by plainclothes persons. According to the eyewitnesses, theincident took placeat
2am. (early morning) of 9 December. Therewere other two personswho werea so taken with
them. Thewhereabouts of all 18 personsare unknown.

A letter dated 22 December, 2005, written by Javed M asood, M anaging Director PPL, confirms
that the Union membersdidindeed arrivein Karachi for negoti ations on the Charter of Demands.
They were accommodated at Hotel Regent Plazaand held discussions on 7" and 8" December,
2005. They wereexpected to meet thefoll owing day but when they did not turn up themanagement
tried to contact them over thetelephone. They received no response and according to thel etter
they weremaking all effortsto tracethe missing persons.

Master Faiz M uhammead father of Abdul Hafeez, ateacher of Primary School, Muhammad Colony,
Sui, wasa so picked up by security forces between the night of 8" and 9" December, 2005. He
accompani ed themembersof the Union to get medica treatment.

Therearefour other reportsof disappearance of workersfrom the PPL compound. Thefamilies
haverequested for anonymity, because either negotiationswith the perpetratorsare underway or
becausethe matter ispendingin court.

List of person killed since 31st December, received from Jamhoori Watan Party

31 Dec. 2005 2 men, 2women, 6 childrenin Peekal in Gunship attack
1 Jan. 2006 Muhammad AmingoDil Karim Mde Near Pesh Boghi
2 Jan. 2006 Shah Dost /o Shohil Made Jori
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4 Jan. 2006

5 Jan. 2006
10 Jan. 2006

Mg, Dauli w/o Hakim
Gullug/oDaurani
Umedas/o Rugha

Eido g0 Jetha

Daruesh go Tanghav
Qadoo g0 Jetha

W/0 Shehan

W/oRahu
W/oHaideran
Khudijad/o Rahu
Huran d/oMarri Khan
Fakhardin /o Humbo
Hoor bibi w/o Hgji Khan
Samad /o Mularak
Bakhtawar w/o Samad
Jan Bakht w/o Mubarak
Rani Bibi w/o Qadir

Gul Khan g0 Samad
Mehrullah s/o Qadir
Noor bibi d/o Qadir
Fatimad/o Samad
Ghulamd/oAllahBaksh
Ejaz SoAllahBaksh
Gulab s'loNoor Elahi
Mehar Ali /'o Ganhawar
Raj bibi d/o Ganhawar
Ali Gul o Mehar Ali
Naz bibi d/o Garu

Mah Gul d/o Garu

Femde
Mae
Mae
Mae
Mae
Mae
Femde
Femde
Femde
Child
Child
Child
Femde
Mae
Femde
Femde
Femde
Child
Child
Child
Child
Child
Child
Child
Mae
Femde
Child
Child
Child

Jori

DeraBugii
DeraBugii
DeraBugti
DeraBugii
DeraBugii
DeraBugti
DeraBugii
DeraBugii
DeraBugti
DeraBugii
DeraBugii

Conflict in Balochistan

Near PehsBoghi

DeraBugii
DeraBugii

DeraBugii
DeraBugii
DeraBugti
DeraBugii
DeraBugii
Loti
Loti
Loti
Loti
Loti

Accounts of personsinjured since 31st December, received from Jahmoori Watan Party.

30 Dec. 2005 2 men, 4women, 8 childrenin DeraBugti
31 Dec. 2005

31 Dec. 2005 4 men, 6 women, 11 childrenin DeraBugti
1 Jan. 2006

2 Jan. 2006 3women, 5 childrenin Jori

3 Jan. 2006 No casualty reported.

4 Jan. 2006

4 Jan. 2006

4women, 11 childrenin DeraBugti
3women, 10 childrenin Siah Koh

5 men, 3women, 7 childrenin and around DeraBugti

9 men, 13women, 21 childrenin Peekal in gunship attack
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5 Jan. 2006 No case reported

6 Jan. 2006 No case reported

7 Jan. 2006 3women, 5childrenin DeraBugti

7 Jan. 2006 1woman, 3childrenin Loti

8 Jan. 2006 1 man. 1lady, 3 childrenin DeraBugti
8 Jan. 2006 2women, 1 childreninLoti

9 Jan. 2006 HRCPVvist

10 Jan. 2006 4women, 16 childrenin DeraBugti town + Valey
11 Jan. 2006 No case reported

12 Jan. 2006 No case reported

13 Jan. 2006 No case reported

14 Jan. 2006 No case reported

Reports of summary executions

HRCPwasgrieved to learn that soon after thereturn of their team, six FC soldierswereinjured by the
explosion of aland mine. Threeof them succumbed to their injuriesand passed away in Sui hospital thesame
evening, on January 11th, 2006.

Thefactswerethenverified by both sides. It wasd solearnt and confirmed by HRCP through independent
sources, that at the Pattar Nala, the FC raided ahaml et and burnt down some homes. On their return, three FC
soldierswereinjured by the explosion of aland mine. Whilethe soldierswere transported to Sui hospita, a
raid was conducted on the same haml et, which had a ready been burnt. Thoseliving therewere preparing to
leave out of fear, but the FC apprehended 12 local men and took them to the FC headquarter, DeraBugti.
Around four in the evening, news came of the death of three of theinjured FC soldiers. It isreported, that
enraged by thisnews, the FC officialssummarily executed al 12 personsin their custody. They then sent for
their familiesto collect the dead bodies. Somewomen dared to go but were sent back and asked to send their
malefamily members. Finally four dayslater, on January 15th, 2006 two old men of thetribe, Muhammad
Murad son of Sakib Khan and Malang son of Wazir Khan were sent to do thejob. They too did not return.
Thenext day al 14 bodieswere handed to the Tehsildar, DeraBugti, who delivered thebodiesto their families.

Thenamesof the 12 menkilled earlier are; Gulu /o Muhammad Murad, Kama s'oWazir Khan, Qadir
Bux s/o Murad, Said Ali o Murad, Razi /o Badu Khan, Ghulam Hussain /o Badu Khan, Lal Bux s/o
Maujan, Lal Mohammad s/'o Moujan, Mamir s/o Lal Muhammad, Amir Khan /o Sher Khan, Zarin s'o
Maangand Tao /o Lal Bux.

Arrests and take over of Bugti House, Sui

After the departure of the HRCP team, the DCO Dera Bugti forcibly took possession of the Bugti
Housein Sui, where the team members and journalists had spent the night??. The house was someto ten
minutesdriveaway from the PPL compound.

All thedomestic staff wasarrested a ong with thetehsl Nazim, who protested againgt thetakeover. Till
thewriting of thisreport it could not be confirmed if any of them had been rel eased.
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Appendix ‘A’

Theprovince of Balochistan

Thetriba system in Ba ochistan has existed for centuries. Historicaly, the Bal och heartland consi sted of
theKalat state, astrong tribal confederacy ruled by itschief, the Khan of Kaat, from 1666 to 1839 when
British colonia ruleexpanded to the North West of thelndian subcontinent. After consolidating their grip over
theareain the second half of the 19" century the British divided itinto three zones: British-ruled Bal ochistan,
native Ba ochistan or the Kalat state union and ‘Nabatat’ or the leased areas. The British exercised direct
control over British Ba ochistan whilethebigger part consisting of Kdat state and itsthree constituent states of
Lasbela, Kharan and Makran were under indirect British control, enjoying internal autonomy. This part of
Ba ochistan was mergedinto the newly created state of Pakistan onApril 1, 1948 after military action by the
government of Pakistan against the Khan of Kaat. In 1955 Ba ochistan was merged into One Unit whenthe
provinces and administrative unitsin West Pakistan were aboli shed to create one Province. In 1970, after the
dismemberment of OneUnit the province of Bal ochistan regained itsidentity and wasrecognized asone of the
four federating unitsof the country inthe Constitution of 1973.

Resour ces and social indicators

Accordingto officid records, Ba ochistan generatesarevenueof Rs.1.622 billion, apparently just enough
to pay themonthly salariesof government officials. The provincia government receivesagrant of Rs.27 billion
from the Federal Government and hasadeficit of Rs.15.5 billion.** Though starved for revenuethe province
isrichinnaturd resources. It isendowed with rich reserves of natura energy (gas, oil, cod) and minerals(gold,
copper).

The government saysit iskeento explorethesereserves, but thereis strong resistance from Baloch
nationalistswho are vehement that natural resources of Bal ochistan should no longer be exploited for the
benefit of the Punjab. They arguethat theroyalty formulaand theratefixed for the natural gasof Sui isunfair
and manipulated by thefederal government. The Ba ochistan National Party saysthat Baloch nationalistsare
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not opposed to devel opment but agai nst the expl oitation of thesenatura resources, without benefit to thelocal
communities. On theother hand the federal government isdistressed at the obstacl es placed by locdl tribesin
theway of development.

Toresolvetheseissuesaninter-
party Parliamentary Committee on
Ba ochistanwasformedin September,
2004. The sub-committee, headed by
Senator Wasm Sgjad, tolook intointer-
provincid mattershasstill not submitted
its report. Another, sub-committee,
formed to examinethe current i ssues,
concluded itsreport. Itiscriticized for
hedging comment onthebasic dispute,
but it did makeafew observationsand
recommendations. It wasastepinthe
right direction and could haveled to
further negotiations, but for various
reasons, this initiative could not be
carried forward.

In its report the Committee
noted that all multinationa enterprises - S :
wishingtoinvestinBalochistan, wanted An FC fortification: Who is the target?
sovereign guaranteesfrom the Federa government, which it was unableto providewithout the co-operation of
thetribal leaders. At the sametime, they noted, that the 12.5% royalty fixed for gas, drawn fromthe Sui area,
was based on ‘wellhead value’, which was much below the market value received by other gas fields in other
Provinces¥* Theroyalties arereceived by the provincia governments.

A largenumber of Balochistanisnever fail to point out that natural gaswasdiscoveredin Baochistanin
theearly 1950sbut it wasonly in 1976 that the Province got itsfirst liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) in Quetta
Later, pipelined gaswas made availablein Quettabut Sui town, which housesthe gas plant, mostly does not
have piped gas connections.

Angered by, aperceived or real senseof deprivation, Baloch nationaistshavelong conducted acampaign
of protest againgt the Centra government, which hassometimeseruptedinto violence. TheMusharraf government
arguesthat, the unending cycle of militancy by Ba och nationdistshasimpeded thefederd government’s efforts
a developmentintheregion. ThePresident of Pakistan publicly blamedthetriba chiefsfor their anti-devel opment
stance. He then amended his statement saying that only three out of 78 tribal chiefsin the provincewere
“troublemakers”— these being Nawab Akbar Bugti, Nawab Khair Baksh Marri and Sarder Ataullah Mengal.
On another occas on, while speaking to aloca private channel the President warned Baloch militantsthat it,
was not the 1970s, promising that ““they will be struck with weapons — they will not know what happened to
them”. Balaach, the son of Khair Baksh Marri, retorted that this was indeed not the 1970s and that Pakistan’s
rulersshouldlearnalessonfrom Irag.

Thehostilitiesand violence has esca ated on the pleaof giving theloca populationsbetter economic
opportunities; yet they aretheworst sufferersof the conflict. The socio-economic conditions of the people
remain abysmal. Accordingto areport published by the Karachi-based Socia Policy and Development Centre
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Indicators Balochistan Pakistan
Literacy 26.6% 47%
(Female) (15%) (33%)
Primary School Enrolment 49% 68.3%
(Female Participation) (21%) (49.2%)
Access to Sanitation 7% 18%
Infant Mortality Rate
(Per "000’ LB) 108 100
Village Electrification 25% 75%
Accessto Safe Drinking Water 20% 86%

Source: Report of the Parliamentary Committee on Balochistan (Nov. 2005).

(SPDC) in 2005, theincidence of poverty ismuch higher in Bal ochistan than any other province. On average
48 percent peopleareliving below poverty line. Theconditionin rura areasisworseas51 percent population
doesnot have proper food, clothing and shelter. Moreover they do not have accessto purewater, health and
educstion.

According to the 1988 census Bal ochi stan had apopul ation of 6,511 millionin an areaof 347,190 km.
The population density is 19 persons’km making development, particul arly of buildinginfrastructure, more
difficult and expensive. Thetable below showssomeof thesocid indicators:

Federal structure of Pakistan

Sinceitsinception, and particularly onthe basis of the 1973 constitution, Pakistan hasbeen afedera
state with aparliamentary system. Due to numerous disruptions during democratic transitions, by way of
military coups, anumber of distortionshavecrept in, makingitssystem very centrdized and practically unitary
innature. Themilitary has held most power in this set-up.

In such systems, the principles of separation of powersand astructure of federalism remain serioudy
undermined. Despiteafeehleattempt at creating aparliamentary system, thereremainslittle doubt that decision-
makingisinthe hands of themilitary. The expression ‘unity of command’ is often used by military leaders.
Punjabisdominatethe popul ation of Pakistan and theethnic compaosition of themilitary, and thusthe overwheming
impressionin Ba ochistanisthat themilitary and Punjab’s establishment run the country to fulfill their stakes.
Baloch nationalistsalso argue that Bal ochi stan was given astep-motherly treatment even during the brief
periodsof trangitiona demaocracy. They lament that even the Congtitutiona guarantees,(though inadequate),
have not been respected by the Federal government.

The Constitution of Pakistan distributes powers between the Federation and the Provinces. Thefedera
parliament has an upper and alower House. Inthelatter thereisrepresentation onthelines of populationwhile
thecomposition of theformer isbased ontheprincipleof provincid parity.”® In addition to this, the Constitution
givestwo listsof subjects, the Federal and Concurrent. The Federal Parliament has powers over matters
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mentioned in both lists, whilethe provinceshave exclusiverightsover mattersnot mentionedin either lit, as
well as, over subjectsmentionedintheconcurrent list. However, if both the Federal and Provincia parliament
legidatesat variance on subjectsin the concurrent list, the enactment of the Federal parliament will prevail.

Three main mechanisms established in the Constitution for dealing with inter-provincial and Federal-
provincia mattersarethe Council of Common Interests (CCl), theNational Economic Council (NEC) andthe
National Finance Commission (NFC).%

The Condtitution has set out aformulaof royaltiesand dutiesto be charged on naturd gas. Inthe present
situation, any dispute, given theright opportunity, could have been resol ved through theseinter-provincia
mechani sms. Theseremain dysfunctiona and havenot met with any regularity. Their compositionisasoloaded
against smaler provinces. Aboveall, mistrust between the main actors of thefederal and provincia set-ups
meansdisharmony hasmultiplied over theyears.

Sructure of governance

The management of thearmy, navy and air forceaswell asof cantonmentsisafedera subject, while
maintaining law and order including policing remainsaprovincd subject. The Congtitution obligesthefederation
to protect every province against externa aggression and interna disturbances, aswell asto ensurethat the
provincial government runsin theaccordancewith the provisionsof the Congtitution.’

Thefederal government may direct a Province to take stepsto prevent any “grave menace to the
peaceand tranquility or economiclife” of Pakistan.® Thefederd government may a so proclaim an emergency,
ingtuationsof graveinterna disturbanceswhich appear to be beyond the control of the Provincid government.*®
Article 245 empowersthefederal government to direct the Armed Forcesto act, “in aid of civil power,” when
called uponto do so.

Accordingtothe Condtitution thefederation may acquireland Stuatedin aprovincefor matters connected
with the powersof the Centrd government.? Building of nationa highwaysand strategic roadsremainswithin
thepurview of thefederal government.

Thestructure of superior courtsin Baochistanisthe sameasin other provinces. TheHigh Court, isthe
apex provincial court, and an appeal can be made against itsdecision, to the federal Supreme Court. All
crimina appeal srelated to offences under the Hadood laws are made to the Federa Shariat Court and not to
theHigh Court. Lawyersfrom Ba ochistan complain that travel toldamabad isexpendveandtimeconsuming.
Litigantssuffer on account of distances. Furthermore, al Constitutiond mattersare eventually decided by the
Supreme Court, which according to anumber of lawvyersremainspartia to theinterestsof Idamabad.

Thegtandoff over provincid rightswiththefedera governmentshas, fromtimetotime, endedintensons
and violence. Thebone of contention hasbeen the economic and political rightsof the Baloch people. Inrecent
years, theindigenous popul ationsared so demanding rightsover their resourcesand wedthinamorearticulate
manner. Asaways, these popul ations remain poor and the primitivetriba system haskept them voiceless.
Their voiceisonly heard through thevery tribal chief, who hasin someways, aso beeninstrumental intheir
deprivation. But it appearsthat for now, they prefer the “known” sardar as their spokesman, rather than,” a
distant and expl oitativefederd government”.

All sidestothe present conflict depend on violent means, each blaming the other for havinginitiatingthe
violencethat led to an armed conflict. HRCP hopesthat, dl sidesto theconflict redizethat resort to violence
will not resolvetheintricateissuesof rights. It will only makeit worse. Governments, especially, arebound to
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keep peace. Actsof violence perpetuated by theadministration can only bejustified if theseareresorted to as
avery last option and are carried out strictly according to the established rules of proportionality.

Inthecaseof Ba ochistan, thereare undoubtedly unresolved political issues. An absenceof did oguehas
givenway to bruteforceon al sides. Ba och nationali sts seethe expans on of military presencein theprovince
asanominoussign. They fed theurgency to claim their stakein thenatural resources of the Province. Onthe
other hand, the government is adamant about going ahead with its plans on development under the direct
supervision and patronage of themilitary. Thisserious conflict of interests, at acritical moment — where the
military isdesperatefor resources and the Baloch nationalistsfear they arelosing out for good — needs to be
resolved by theintervention of honest brokers.

The parliamentary commiss on on Ba ochistan, which wasestablished in September 2004 in an attempt
toresolvethecrisisintheprovince, could have played thisrole. However, even therecommendationsit made,
inaninterim report submitted to the Senate in September 2005 after various meetingswith Baloch tribal
leadersand paliticians, have gonelargely unheeded. These recommendationsincluded thewithdrawa of the
Frontier Constabulary and coastguard from interior Bal ochi stan, the payment by thefederal government of all
arrearson gasroyatiesand the shifting of the head office of the Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) from Karachi to
Gwadar and attention to addressing theissues of poverty and under-devel opment in Bal ochistan. Criticism of
the composition of the commission by opposition parties, and adistancing fromthe standstaken by it by some
Baochleaders, adversdy affected the credibility and standing of the commission.

Law and order

Balochistan has 26 districts. Intermsof policingthe provinceisdivided into category ‘A’ and ‘B’. The
‘A’ areas consist mainly of towns and cities and remains under a regular police force. There are 89 police
stations and the sanctioned strength of the policeis19,145. The Ba ochistanis complain that the head of the
policeforce— a provincial subject— is invariably a non-Balochistani. They also complained the Governor
wasfrom outsidethe province.

The ‘B’ area (almost 95% of Balochistan) is under the control of the Levies who maintain 286 thanas
and employ 13,357 personnd . According to the Satisticsavail able, thecrimeratein ‘A’ area is comparatively
lower thanin“B” area managed by the Levis. The government plans to merge the Levies force with the police
force. Presently, therecruitment of Leviesisnot based on merit, but on the recommendation of the “local
influentids”

The conversion of the Leviesinto the policeforce hasa so become controversial. Many Balochistan
imembersof the parliament expressed fearsof rigng unemployment amongBa ochistani sonbeing relieved from
the Leviesforce. Thegovernment has, however, assured them that the Leviswill betrained and inducted into
thepoliceforce. They further hopeto provide 6,000 jobsfor loca inhabitantsin the Ba ochistan Constabul ary,
being raised for policing purposes.

TheFrontier Corps (FC) worksunder the Federal Interior ministry. It isaparamilitary force. It controls
smuggling, law and order and drug trafficking. According to the authorities 24% of the FC isfrom Ba ochistan.
Intheory theprovincid Home Department requeststhe Interior ministry of the central government to cometo
theaid of the provincid government. However, giventhe highly centralized system of governancein Pakistan,
the Centretakesthe decision and the Provincessimply back it.

A boneof contention and bitternessarethe check postsestablished by the security and law enforcement
agencies. The FC has set up 493 check posts. A vast number of citizensin Bal ochistan have complained of
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abusesby those running these posts. The complaintsrangefrom extortion, humiliation, threatsand outright use
of lethal forcewithout any provocation.

According tothe Frontier Corps Ordinance 1959, the FC isdeemed to bein “active service” against
external aggressor or enemy, against hostiletribes, raidersor other hostile persons, or persons co-operating
with or assigting them. Inthe present conflict, the FC gppearsto be playing the coordinating rolefor implementing
thedecisionsof thecentrd authorities.

Around 1,200 Coast Guardswatch and police over 960 kilometers of coastlinein Baochistan. Their
role has been discussed at length in the previous report of HRCP on Bal ochistan. Under the Pakistan Coast
GuardsAct, 1973they have powersof imprisonment and capture of deserters. At present they too have set up
87 check postsfor thedischargeof their duties.

In addition thereisaheavy presence of the military. According to pressreports, Sardar Akhtar Mengal
stated that there are 35,000 FC, 12,000 Coast Guards, 1,150 Levis, 6,000 Bal ochistan Reserve police,
2,000 marines and four army brigades deployed in Bal ochitan.?? Baloch nationalists also accuse the state
intelligence agenciesof creating privatearmed militiasin oppositionto nationdist triba leaders. For example,
Mir Hazaar Bijrani, who isan opponent of Nawab Khair Baksh Marri, hasbeen provided with resourcesand
weaponsto raisealevy force of onethousand people, from the bajrani sub-tribe of the Marris.

The Ba och nationalists seethisasaprecursor to building further cantonments closer to the natural
resources of the Province. They fear that their resources of natural gasand oil, mainly inthe Bugti and Marri
areawill beused for the commercial purposesof thearmy. They are equally apprehensive about other mega
projectsundertaken for devel opment. During the meeting of the Parliamentary Committee on Bal ochistan,
Senator RazaM uhammad Raza cauti oned that, theland acquired by the army was owned by tribeswho may
part withit for defence purposes, but would be unwillingto giveit up for the commercial activitiesof the
defenceforces

A planto buildfurther cantonmentshasturned into anexplosiveissue. Lt. Generd (retd) Hamid Nawaz
Khan, Secretary Defence told the Parliamentary Committee on Balochistan that presently there were
Cantonmentsin Quettaand Sibbi which could not cover theentire province because of logistic congraints. The
government has, therefore, decided to build additional cantonmentsin Gwader, DeraBugti and Kohlu aress.
All threelocationsare strategic in termsof natural resources.

Ethnic composition and intra-triberivalry

Asper official records45% of the population in Balochistan is Baloch, 38% Pakhtoon and 17% of
mixed ethnicorigins.

During thewar against the Sovietsin Afghanistan, the government of thelate Generd Zia-ul-Hag settled
anumber of Afghan refugeesin Bal ochistan. Some Bal och nationalistslament that the deli cate ethnic balance
wasdisrupted and fear that further devel opment will attract non-Bal och settlersthereby reducing themto a
minority intheir own province.

Thetensionsare not limited between the central authority and those aspiring for self governance of
Ba ochistan. Some Pakhtoon and Bal och differencesemergefromtimeto timeintheprovince. In addition, the
government has pointed toward theintra-triba hostilitiesthat exist in Balochistan. The DIG Frontier Corps
brought these up before the Parliamentary Committee on Bal ochistan. He enumerated thesefeuds are unde:

-- Bugti vs. Kapars
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-- Bugti vs. Ahmedans

-- Bugtisvs. Mazaris

-- Bugtisvs Raisanis

-- Gazinisvs. Bgranis(clansof Marris)

-- Marrisvs. Loonis

-- Hameedzaisvs. Ghabezais(clansof Achakzais)
-- Rindvs. Raisani

-- Suleman Khelsvs. Lawvoons.

Nevertheesspalitica leadersand activistsin Ba ochistan underplay thesedifferences. They fed assured
that apositiverole by the central government would remove many of thesefeuds. According to them, the
government stokesthese differencesand createsdivisionswithin thetribes. They are ableto give severa
examples, wherethe central government hasbeen abletowin over tribal Sardarsand encourageintratribal
feuds. Thegovernment deniesit.

Independent sourcesbdievethat, both the government and thetriba chiefshavenointerestinadvancing
amodernform of governance. They areequally to blamefor the persi stence of sometraditional practicesthat
underminehuman dignity. Indeed, the HRCPhas credibleinformation of casesof arbitrary, discriminatory, and
cruel punishments, administered through decisionsof jirgas. HRCP hasa sointervened in somecasesandin
others appeal ed to the authoritiesto protect theintegrity of thevictims. Thereare verified reports of honour
crimes, which arecarried out with impunity under thegarb of tradition. Inthe nameof tribal tradition, women’s
rightsaremercilesdy abused. Reportsof private prisonsmaintained by triba chiefsare confirmed by anumber
of activistsin Ba ochistan, though many of thesearein theform of openjails. Thechiefshave—at least in the
past —boasted of administering “unadulterated” justice by making an accused person walk barefoot over a
heap of burning coa's. According to them, theinnocence of the accused can only be established after walking
over burning codls.

Political landscape of Balochistan

Political trendsin Baochistan are mixed. Thereligious parties, nationalists, ethnic based partiesand
thoseled by local Sardarsareall inthefield. Inthe Pashto speaking northern belt of the province bordering
Afghanistan, the Jamiat-i-Ulema-i-Idam, led by MaulanaFazd -ul-Rehman is presently the predominant force.
Itisalso strongly represented in the Bal ochistan assembly, asare the Pashtoon nationalistsled by Mehmood
KhanAchakza. Thevast Ba och south and northeast isdivided between nationdi stsand the pro-establishment
elite. The Pakistan Mudim League-Q representsthe pro-establishment politicians. Thereisafour party Baoch
nationdist dliance cons sting of the Jamhoori Watan Party led by Nawab Akbar Bugti, theBa ochistan Nationa
Party led by Sardar Attaullah Mengal, the National Party led by Abdul Hai Baloch and Baloch Hag Tawar
Party. The Pakistan People’s Party and Awami National Party also have pockets of support in different parts
of Balochistan. Tribal structures are stronger in Marri and Bugti areafollowed by Jalawan and Sarawan
areas.?* Makran division in the south, towards coastal areas, has by and large grown out of the old tribal
system and new social formationshavetakenrootinthearea.
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Tribal militancy

Baochistanisawash with arms. All tribal chiefscarry privatearmed guards and somemaintain private
armies. All triba chiefs, including of Bugti and Marri tribe, maintain private militias. According to unconfirmed
reports the Marris have a force of around
3,000 people, whilethe Bugtisafew hundred
less. TheFrontier Corpscommandant, in Dera
Bugti, reportedly told the pressthat Nawab
Akbar Bugti runs some 60 armed training
camps. In another pressbriefing, he accused
theBugti militantsof, running 62 ‘Furrari” camps
totrain Marri tribesmen. He said, morethan
5000 peoplearebeing trained. Other officids
informed the HRCP mission that Nawab
Balaach Marri, the son of tribal chief Nawab
Khair BakshMarri, isrunning severd “furrari’
camps.?® He, repotedly, trains and
indoctrinatesmilitants. TheHRCPmissonteam
wasalsotold by theauthoritiesthat criminas
from Sindh and Punjab are being protectedin
these camps. Thegovernment figuresof armed
tribesmen maintained by the Bugtisand the
Marris aredisputed and thetribesdeny running of the so-called farrari camps.

Anamy officid met theHRCP missonin Quetta. Hewasableto giveofficid figuresof actsof violence
committed by the Bugti and Marri militants. According to himin 2003-2005, the security forces suffered 20
fatalitiesand 53 injuriesinthe DeraBugti. Therewere 73 incidentsof firing, nineabductionsand 15 incidents
of damagesto gas pipelines. Similarly 86 incidentsof firing rocket launcherswererecorded inthe Kohlu area
(whichismainly inhabited by theMarri tribe). The official complained that the Bugti militants had abducted
seven policemen since July 2005. Hegave other harrowingincidentsof abduction and imprisonment of people
including of Masoori Bugti and Ghulam Qadir.

Therewerefurther complaintsof extortionscarried out by membersof theMarri tribeunder theingructions
of Balaach Mari. All interl ocutors representing the government expressed their hel plessnessin theface of “no-
go” areas in the Dera Bugti and Kohlu areas. At the same time, most interlocutors, including government
functionaries, conceded that thema aiseliesin the systems of governance and that escalation of violencewould
not solveit. It could lead to greater loss of livesof innocent people.

Inthisspirit, theformer Prime Minister Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain, formed aspecial Parliamentary
Committee unanimously approved by both Houses of the Parliament on September 23, 2004. It wasafirst
gepintheright direction. Asreported earlier, the Committee’s recommendations have so far not been followed
and Islamabad appears to have hardened its position. The HRCP team sadly |earnt that |slamabad, now
believesthat the ‘low-intesity’ approach to Baloch insurgency had failed and that a change of tactics was
necessary.?®

TheBugti and Marri leaders expressed their willingnessto hold meaningful talks.?” They agreed that
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issues could only beresolved politically, but they continueto blame the military-backed government, of breach
of trust and for surreptitiously preparing for afull-fledged armed conflict.

Asviolenceescdates, seriousaccusationsarebeingmadeby dl parties. New factorsarebeingintroduced
to theconflict and controversy. Thefedera government has openly accused the Bal och nationalistsof having
foreign support. Inturn, the Bal och nationali sts have accused the military of having ulterior motivesto their
plansof development and of disinformationto conced their actua designs. Pressreportsquotethelnformation
Minister Shetkh Rashid Ahmed of |ookinginto the possibility of involvement of Al-Quaidadementsin the Sui
incidents.® Such accusationsareabsurd.

Bal och nationalists have al so accused the government of using apoisonous substanceto pollutethe
water reservein DeraBugti and during their operationsin Kohlu. The government deniesthisvehemently.
HRCPfound no evidence of the useof poisonousgas. However, anumber of peoplein DeraBugti complained
that the bombsused in the military operations burnt and melted objectsand flesh.

The government continuesto maintain that thereisno army operation or action in Balochistan. The
President, the Prime Mini ster, the Information Minister and Governor Balochistan aswell asthe Chief Minister
of theprovincearereported inthe pressdenying any army “action” or “operation”. They claim that the use of
force by thegovernment isin relation to thelaw and order disturbances created by afew “miscreants” and
deny bombing civiliantargets

A brief historical perspective

Thereisahistory of armed conflict and of military operationsin Balochistan, startingin 1948. The Khan
of Kalat, wascompel led through an army action to accede to Pakistan, after he declared independencefor the
princely stateof Kalat..

Tensions again led to an armed uprising after one unit was declared in West Pakistan. The federal
government dominated by Punjabi |eadership amagamated al four provincesof West Pakistaninto onesingle
unitin 1955. Thispoalitica decision margindized smdler provincesand undermined minority ethnicidentities®
After afew yearsof conflict, thecentral government took control of the province. An amnesty wasdeclared
but when the Bal och |eaders came down from the mountains, they were caught and hanged. Thisbetrayal has
|eft bitter memoriesand deepened the mistrust between the Central government and the Baloch nationdists.

Alow-leve of insurgency continued, and once again intensified in 1964-65, breaking into an armed
conflict betweenthemilitary and Ba och nationdigts.. Thenumber of fatditiesand casudtiesarenot documented,
but independent sources say that at |east 2000 peopleincluding military personnel lost their lives.

In 1972, Baochistan had itsfirst el ected provincid government and many Baloch membersblessed the
new Constitution. Soon afterwards, the government of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto dismissed the provincid legidature
of Ba ochistan after accusing theruling party of being involved in trangporting Soviet armsto Bal ochistan. The
Bhutto government claimed that these armswere discovered in I amabad and were destined for Bal ochistan.
Theleadership of National Awami Party (theruling party inthe province) was arrested. Bal och nationalists
reacted strongly. The main leaders amongst these werethe Marri and Mengal tribesmen led by Khair Bux
Marri and Sardar Ataullah Khan Menga. Many of them took up armsand fled to themountains. In September
of 1974, the government sent 80,000 troops to put down theinsurgency. It isreported that at |east 3,000
peoplelost their lives. There are, however, no official figures available. It iswidely acknowledged that
indiscriminate use of superior forceincluding air power was used against Baloch campsand villages.

After thesuppression of therevolt, thetwo Bal och leaderswent into exile. Marri went to Afghanistan
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and Mengd to the United Kingdom only to return years|ater. During thisperiod the nameof the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA) cropped up. They wereaccused of being behind theinsurgency whichlingered oninto
the 1980s. The BLA isreported to have been apro-Moscow underground militant group, but faded away
from public view after the disintegration of the Soviet Union. There are some unconfirmed reportsthat their
initial recruitswere drawn from the Bal och Student Organisation (BSO), but the present BSO deniesany
connectionto BLA.

In recent years, the BLA has surfaced again and seems to have swelled its support. It has claimed
respong bility for anumber of actsof violence. Their identity is, however, unknown. Official sourcesdlegethat
they operate throughout Ba ochi stan but al so admit that they have no firm knowledge of itsstructureand shape.

The new crisis

A simmering insurgency has continued in Bal ochistan over thelast three decades, but, sincethe early
1970s, there has been no open armed conflict between the government and the Baloch tribes. Therewere
pressreports of tensionsfollowed by consultations and meetings between leaders of the ruling party and
NawabAkbar Bugti. Former primeminister Mir Zafarullah Jamdi vistedtheNawabin DeraBugti. Baochistan’s
Chief Minister publicly acknowledged the need to consult the Nawabh.® In early 2000, tensionsrose but by in
the beginning of 2005, it boiled over. Somekey incidents appear to haveflared tempersleading to the present
crisis. Sinceincidentsof violence against the Bal och have been poorly reported, they are not traced herewith
any precision. Thesetensionscan broadly betraced to thefollowing incidents:

> OnJanuary 7, 2000, the gunning down of ajudge of the Bal ochistan High Court, Justice Nawaz
Marri and subsequent arrest of Nawab Khair Baksh Marri on charges of having authored the
crime. Thejudge was shot dead by unknown assailants. The Nawab wasreleased in July 2001,
after remainingin prisonfor 18 months. A team of HRCPmembersvisited himin Quettajail and
confirmed that hewaskept in solitary confinement. Hewasdisoriented and extremely bitter when
the HRCP representatives met him.

> Soon after thearrest of Nawab Marri, the BLA re-emerged. Their identity isunknown but the
organi zation has claimed responsi bility for anumber of bomb blasts, acts of sabotage and rocket
attacks. Their spokespersonsidentify themselvesasAzad Ba och, Mirak Baloch or Colona Doda
Baoch.

> In June 2002, army troops were deployed in DeraBugti, giving Nawab Akbar Bugti and his
tribesmen, adead line to surrender. A compl ete siege and blockade of the town waswidely
reported. A casewasregistered against Nawab Bugti and others, accusing them of providing
protection to criminasand terroristsresponsiblefor rocket attackson gasinstalationsin Sui.

> Arbitrary detentions and di sappearances of members of the Bal ochistan Student Organization
(BSO) werereported.

> Incidents of violenceincreased steadily with the pace of constructionin Gwadar, expansion of
cantonmentsand theacquiring of land for cantonments and other enterprisesof themilitary.

> A number of reportsof torture, disappearances, and abuse by security forcesagainst citizens of
Baochign.

Thekidnapping, of Chinesetechniciansworking in Gwadar, reportedin early 2004.
InAugust 2004, the Bal ochistan Chief Minister Jam Muhammead Yousaf ’s cavalcade was attacked
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by unidentified persons.
Moretroops moved to the Bugti and Marri area.

On January 2, 2005 therape of Dr. ShaziaK halid, alady doctor working at Pakistan Petroleum
Limited wasreported inthe press. Nawab Akbar Bugti accused army officer, Captain Emad of
theoffence. The PPL and the government tried to cover up theincident. The Captain wasa lowed
thefacility of giving alengthy statement on Pakistan Television, presenting hisside of the story and
the President publicly vouched for the Captain’s innocence.

On February 26™, 2005 paramilitary forcesraided locations at New-Kahan, aMarri area, in
Kohludistrict. Local peopleincluding women and children were allegedly roughed up and a
Pakistani flag hoisted on the guesthouse of the Sardar — a gesture of show that they have been
conquered.

On 39 March 2005 policeraided aMarri camp in Quettawhere HRCP received confirmed
reportsof arrest and harassment of innocent peopleincludingwomen. Familieswerelivinginthis
camp at thetime.

On March 17" 2005, tensionswere high when patrols of FC and armed Bugti tribesmen came
faceto face, leading to harsh words between them. An exchange of fire, with rocket launchers
followed. Accordingto crediblereportse ght paramilitary personnd died while62 peopleincluding
33 Hinduswerekilled by the attacks made by the security forces.

InMarch, policearrested membersof the Bal och Student Organisationin Karachi after apeaceful
demonstration against army action in DeraBugiti .

On December 121" and 13" 2005, the security forces started an aggressive search operation,
taking away 25 people. HRCP could not follow thiscase.

On December 14", 2005 eight rocketswerefired at aparamilitary base on the outskirts of Kohlu
city asPresident Pervez Musharraf visited it.

Rockets were fired at a helicopter carrying Inspector General of the Frontier Corps, Major
Generd Shujjat Zamir Dar and DIG Brigadier Sdim Nawaz on December 15" inKohlu, injuring
both passengers.

On December 17", 2005 parts of Kohlu area were bombarded and heavy artillery used by
security forces, killing civilians, including women and children.

Since then there have been regular reports of heavy use of force by the security forces and
retaiatory firing and use of rocket launchersby Baloch militants.
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Appendix B’

Testimony of Dr. Imdad Baloch

[This is the detailed account of torture provided by Dr Imdad Baloch to HRCP]

The night between March 24" and 25" 2005

| was present at Flat No. 51, Block-H, Noman Avenue, Gulistan-e-Johar, Karachi, accompanied by
Dr. Yousuf Baloch, Dr. Allah Nazar Bal och, Dr. Naseem Bafoch, Ghulam Rasool Baloch, Akhtar Nadeem
Baloch, and Ali Nawaz Gawar Baloch and wewereall asleep.

25" March, 2005 (approximately 3:00 am)

| woke up fegling the pressure of aheavy boot on my neck and another onmy waist. | tried to move, but
wasordered to remain still or elsel would get shot. | was hel plessand tried to comprehend the situation at
hand. | was curious about theidentity of the peoplewho had barged into the house and prayed for our safety.
| was perplexed and confused. What did these people want from us?

| started to pray for an honored death. The only thing | had on my mind wasaBa ochi saying, “marg!
warnani abia, taradoh rand hambazan” (Death, come at a younger age. .. I will embrace you twice).

| tried to concentrate and question the reason behind thisincident.

Wefdlt helplessand werenot inapositiontoresist, yet they continued to physically and verbally abuse
usinamost inhuman and humiliating manner.

| heard them say: “kick these bastards on their asses.” At least three men were shouting and many more
werekicking usasinstructed. Infact, wewere being kicked and slapped on every part of our body.

“Where are you keeping the arms and ammunition? How many mobile phones do you people have?”’ I
heard the men repeat.
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A man burst out at me with aflood of questions, pushed meto the floor, and suppressed mein a
suffocating manner till | could hardly breathe anymore.

| tried to convince myself that thiswas not happening and wasunred ... perhaps a nightmare. My mind
frozeand | felt defeated, constantly praying for an honorable death at theleast.

Someone pulled my hands behind meand handcuffed them. They then covered my eyeswith ablack
pieceof cloth and thereafter put ablack linen bag over my head and tied it tightly around my neck with thehelp
of two gtrings. It lead meto believethat the hood was especialy designed for this purpose.

Two men pulled me by my arms and forced meto stand on my feet. They then guided methrough steps,
corridors, and some other places. The moment they covered my face, | understood that | was not being
arested, butinfactillegally kidnapped. Theonly feding | had wasof hel plessness; but | felt satisfied somehow,
asl knew | hadlivedlong, lived for ajust cause, and would diewith apurpose. | told mysdlf that it wastimeto
facethebitter truth of being oppressed and adave.

Ontheway from our residential flat to the secret cells, we were abused beaten and humiliated. At one
point, | remember being thrown into the back of avehicle, possibly apick-up truck. Thejourney must have
taken around fiveto ten minutes, before the vehi cle stopped. Onceagain | was guided through what seemedto
be corridorsby two men — one grabbing my right arm and the other my left. When my eyes were uncovered,
| found myself inasmall room; four or fivefeet inwidth, and six to sevenfeet inlength.

The very same incident in the eyes of Dr. Naseem Baloch

“I'woke up hearing someone knocking on our door. I thought it might be the boy who brought water for
usevery morning. | looked at my watch and it was 3:00 am, so | thought that it wastoo early for it to bethe
boy. | woke up and opened thedoor. At least thirty men rushed into theflat with their gunsfacing me. They
ordered meto stay still, or el sethey will kill me. | enquired what the matter was, but they grabbed everyonein
seconds, including me. They were wearing Police and Rangers uniforms, and three men weredressed in
civilian clothing. | was handcuffed, my eyesand face were covered, and was then taken to the secret cells
aongwitheveryoneese” Dr. Naseem Baloch told me when we were together in Sakhi Sarwar police station.

| am blind, not deaf

My eyesare covered most of thetimes, but can hear them talking to each other or with other prisoners.
That ishow | could guessmost of thethings, like, wherethey aretaking us, what sort of vehicleor planeitis,
whoissick, whoisbeing rel eased, and who isaccompanying mein thisvehicleor plane.

Fajar Azaan: 25" March, 2005

After being brought down from thevehicles, wewere seated on the ground and awaited further orders.
They asked us our namesthrice, withten minuteinterva sin between. | heard Dr. Yousuf telling hisname, then
Dr. Allah Nazar, followed by therest of the six boyswho were arrested along with me. | heard therest of the
sx boystelling their names. | then told them my name, after afew minutesof which | waspulled up andtoldto
walk.

“Take care, there are 2 steps!” [ was told. Then I was told to sit on the ground. They removed the
covers from my face aong with the strip of the cloth which was covering my eyes. The handcuffs were
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removed from theback, and | washandcuffed with my handsin front of my belly instead. They thentied meup
with somefetters.

This céll
After they had put the fetterson and handcuffed me, they left mea oneinasmall room. It wasasmall
room, probably four to fivefeet in width, and six to seven feet inlength, and had ameta door.

| heard four or five peoplereciting the Holy Quran. Dueto the proximity of thevoices, | assumed that it
wasthe prisonersin the nearby cells. | could a so seethefeet of the peoplewho passed by my door; that was
how | knew when and how Allah Nazar wastaken out of hiscell for interrogation.

| spent my time staring at thewalls, and sometimes| would seethe peopl€’s feet who passed by my cell,
through the bottom of my door. Other times| tried to take apeak through acrack or openinginmy cell (which
| was prohibited from doing), and would seeafan outside.

| was overcome by mixed and unexpl ainable emotions and tried to paint apicturein my mind of what |
might go through intheforthcoming days.

The tea

The moment | began thinking about what other peoples’ reactions would be once they heard about our
kidnapping, | heard some one shout “morning tea!”” and bang on cell doors.

“Will you take tea?” I heard someone ask.

“Sure” A thick voice replied.

Another door washit, the same question asked, and the samereply wasgiven.

Two moredoorswere hit and teawas served

| then heard another voice, which seemed to come from further away. Someone was asking if we
wanted to eat “daal” (a dish made from lentils).

The manwho wasgiving usteaseemed to be quite near now, “Why not?” he was replied. I could make
out that it wasthe cell next to mine, and that next

| will be served with tea. My door was hit forcefully, and the man shouted: “Tea?”’

| said, “No!” He did not care to ask why and went away. This gave me an understanding of how meals
and teawill be served to usinthefuture.

“Tea?”

“Yes.” It was the cell on my left. Until this point, I could not hear the voices of any of my friends.
“Tea?” the same question was asked.

“No!” came the reply.

It wasAllah Nazar’s voice. It meant that he was near me, and I would be able to listen to his voice at
least 3timesaday, whilehewill be asked for ameal or tea. It brought asmileonmy face.

Inthefollowing 33 days, the sameroutinewas carried out.
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The Interrogation on first day

Theday passed by sittinginthecell and waiting. Wewere served with ameal, | could not say at what
time. | heard some peoplereciting the Holy Quran from the nearby cells. After lunch, two men came, hit my
door heavily, then ordered meto stand up and turn around. | did as| wastold. They covered my eyesand face.
| was aready handcuffed, but fetterswere put on. They held my armsand guided meto wherever | wasto go.

“There is a chair behind you, sit on it,” I stepped back a few paces, found the chair, and sat down. They
then removed the coversfrom my face and eyes.

| found atablein front of me, and aclean-shaven officer standing behindit. Ontheright of thetablewas
another officer, who had moustaches, and the third officer sat ontheleft; hewasd so clean-shaven. | saw most
of our bel ongings and mobile phones spread on thetable. | was then asked to point out my mobile phoneand
other belongings.

| wasasked afew questionsaswell.

“What is your name? Where are you from? What are you doing here in Karachi?” This particular day, I
wasonly queriedfor general information.

Thiswasthefirst andlast timethat | wasinterrogated with my faceuncovered, could seethefacesof the
interrogeting officerswhat theroomlooked like. It wasaso thelast timethey would speak to meinacivilized
manne.

After being asked afew genera questions, my eyesand facewereonce again covered, and | wastaken
back tomy cell.

These 33 Days

| stayed at thisplacefor aperiod of 33 days. | wasinterrogated for threeto four hoursdaily, for thefirst
week. Sometimesthey interrogated meinthemorning, at other timesin theevening. After thefirst week passed
by, | wasgiven aprisoner’s uniform, after which they used to take me for interrogation every third or fourth

day.

How did | count the days?

Wewere arrested on Friday. The next day, in the evening, wewere served ricewith our meal. Every
Saturday, the man who served us our meals, would shout:

“Today it is Saturday, you people will get rice too!”

By hearing this, | could count the days. After every week, | used to draw aline on thewall with my
handcuffs, in order to count theweeks. Thisishow | counted days and weeks.

TheUniform

After thefirst week | was handed two pieces of clothing, wastold to wear them and hand over my
clothes. It was awhite shirt and awhitetrouser, specially made for prisoners, astheword ‘prisoner’ was
written on the back of theshirt.
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The meals

Wewere served teaeveryday, early inthe morning, along with two other meals. Themealswereserved
according to aroutine, ason specific days of theweek we got aspecific medl, just likeinarmy messes. Mostly
it was“daal” for the daytime meal, and a vegetable dish in the evening. Meat was served twice a week, and on
Saturday eveningswewere servedrice, after which | drew alineon thewall to mark the compl etion of aweek.

Toilet
| had to urinatein abottleand empty it once aday, when | went for defecation. Defecationwasatorture
itself, asaman would stand nearby and shout:

“Hurry up, you only have 40 seconds.” Then he would shout, “hurry up, your time is almost finished,”
and finaly hewould comeand say “come out, your time is finished.”

Often, onehad to come out without washing up.

Sear ch

Every midnight wewerewoken up for asearch by a higher authority. They would ask us about our
health and how wefelt, however, it had nothing to do with their behavior towards us. The officer in charge of
this procedure, who was accompanied by at |east three or four men, used to chat with every prisoner for four
or fiveminutes. During this, weweretold to facethewal | and werenot allowedtolook a him. Wewerea so
told that if in casewe caught aglimpse of him, it would becomeimpossiblefor ustoleavetheprisonaive.

When thisofficer would talk to other prisoners, | wouldtry to come ascloseto the door aspossible, so
that | could hear their conversations. By doing o, | could tell what was happening with Allah Nazar, and how
hewasfeding. Also, it gave me achanceto know something about the other prisoners.

Thishelped merealizethat Allah Nazar was being subjected to amore severe form of torture than
myself. | dsofound out that hewassi ck, ashewould ask for medicine, but was constantly refused. Duringthis
search, | lso cameto know that the other prisonerswerelslamic militants.

Oncel heard oneof the prisonerssaying:
“Sir! It is my fifth month here, and I have been interrogated for weeks. Why am I not being released?”’
Hewasanswered:

“We have faxed your case to Islamabad, and we will decide what to do with you as soon as we get a
reply fromthere.”

Another prisoner had been therefor morethan 9 months.

Questions asked during interrogation

| wasasked hundreds of questions, concerningmy persond life, politica activities, abilities, andinterests.
The other questionswere about history and therole of BSO inBal ochistanipalitics. Other questions, for which
| wasbrutal ly tortured, wereabout militantsin Ba ochistan. Following are some examples:

1.  Whatisyour afiliationwith BLA (Baloch LiberationArmy)?



52 Conflict in Balochistan

What istherelation between BLA and BSO?

How many timesdid you visit DeraBugti?

Haveyou ever beento Kohlu?

Didyou ever meet Nawab Khair Bakhsh Marri or Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti?
Who finances your organization? Where doesthismoney comefrom?

Where do you peopletrained?

Whoisleadingthe BLA and BLF?

What istheorgani zationd structure of BLA and BLF? How doesthisorganization function?
How many timesdid you vist Afghanistan, Iran, or India?

Who arethe people carrying out bomb blastsin different parts of Balochistan?
Where areguerillacampslocated?

WhoisColonel Doda?Who callsup the newspapers and accepts responsi bility of bomb blasts
on behalf of BLA and BLF?

14.  Whichisthemilitant group of Ghulam Mohammad (President of BNM)?
15.  What do Ghulam M ohammad and other BNM leaderswant?

Oneday they beat me up for hoursand insisted that | should prove my innocenceto them and that | had
no affiliation with BLA (Baoch LiberationArmy).

Another day, | wastortured and asked that | should tell them who Colonel Dodawas. They tortured me
for at least three hoursthat day, and insisted that at any cost | should givethem aclueto who calsup the press
and acceptsrespongbility for bomb blastsin different partsof Balochistan.

Mainly, | was asked to name the peopl e responsible for bomb blasts, and other guerillaattacks, in
different placesof Ba ochistan.
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Thetorture

| wastortured physically aswell asmentaly. Thedetailsareasfollows:

Physical Torture

| classify thephysica tortureinto three categories:

1. Mild Continuous Torture: They kept me standing for hoursduring interrogation. Sometimesthey
held sticks, at other timesthey heldflat piecesof rubber or leather intheir hands. After every question, | washit
once. With every sentencethey used to hit me with any of the above mentioned objects. | could not seeexactly
seewhich object it was, as| wasblindfolded at thetime.

2. Severe Occasional Torture: After they failed to get the expected answer, | wasorderedtoliedown
onthefloor. Thenthey continuoudy hit mewith that lesther typething for four or fiveminutes. It was so painful
that | could not movefor acouple of minutes, after their beating session had ended. Again, they ordered meto
get up and started asking questions. After afew minutes, | wasagain toldtoliedown and the same procedure
wasrepeated. On one occasion, | hadto lie onthe ground and one man climbed on to my aready handcuffed
hands, theother put astick inthefetters, and raised my feet Six to eight inchesfrom the ground, whilethethird
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beat me up brutally. They used to hit me everywhere, but often they would hit me on my left kidney. | was
beaten so brutally, that after every interrogati on sesson my clotheswerered with blood ontheback, especidly
around theareaof thethighs.

3. Lamefeet torture: Thethirdkind of torturewasby raising my feet afew inchesfrom the ground and
hitting the sole of my feet with astick. Thismademelamefor at |east two daysafter every interrogation.

Mental Torture

| was severely mentdly tortured. Being at such aplacewastortureitself, but other than this, they used
many other formsof mental torture; some examples of which aregiven below:

1. Uncertainty: | did not know what was going to happen to me, and with my other friends. I did not
know for how many dayswewould be kept there, or when and if wewould bereleased fromthisprison dive.
Thisuncertainty, and many other thingswasitself torture.

2. Solitary confinement: | hardly saw ahuman facethewholetime| wasthere. Thelonelinesswasby
far theworst torturefor me, mentally. | would occasionally seethe face of the soldierswho served usour
meals, or took usto thetoilet.

3. Unawareness of theoutsideworld: During theseexceptionally long days, | wascompletely unaware
of the outsideworld. | wanted to know whether my mother isstill alive, assheisapatient of hypertension. |
also wanted to know what these barbarians had donewith my people, but | did not know whether the sun still
shoneoutside our cells. We could not seethe sky or feel thewarmth of the sun.

4. Humiliation: | wasabused, humiliated, and washel pless. | could not even expressmy anger, as| had
tomaintainaleve of slence. All | could dowaswait.

5. Threatening: They threatened meall thetime, and told methat they would kill me. They told methat
no onewould ever know, sincenobody isaware of their existenceor their whereabouts. They told methat no
onewill ever be abletofind my dead body asthey will throw it in abarren placewherel would becomeaprey
for beasts. They d s0 said that they would completely destroy my face after killing me, so that no oneisableto
recognize my dead bodly.

| waswarned that if | failed to cooperate, and refused to accept responsibility for thebomb blasts, |
would bekilled inafa se policeencounter.

| additiontothis, they asserted that if | did not comply with their demands, they would chargemewith
such aserious case, that | will be sentenced to be hung to death. They also said that they would have no
problemsinbringinginfa sewitnessesto thecourt.

Theother threatsthey gave mewere of killing or torturing my family members. They usetotdl methat
they will tortureme so much that | will be paralyzed physicaly or mentally, and | will not beableto recognize
my own family membersif | wasever rel eased.

Lastly, they assured methat they would defamemein such aderogatory manner, that no onewill careto
enquire about my death.

6. Proving Innocence: | wastold to prove my innocenceto them, and to provethat they have donean
inhuman act by kidnapping me. | had to proveto themthat | had no affiliationwith BLA, and wasnot involved
inany bomb blasts. They inssted that | provethat BSO hasno relationwith BLA. Every timel wastakento
theinterrogation room, thefirst sentencel heard was. “What is your name?”’
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The second was“make us believe that you are not involved with BLA.”

Thisso-called country hasitsowninteresting set of rules. Theseintelligence agenciescan kidnap anyone,
and the victimsare subjected to severe mental and physical torturewhile havingto provethat the charges
levied againgt them arefa se.

7. Noise: They usedto hit thedoorsintentionally with force, so that onewakesup in astate of fright.
Thenthey would keep shoutingin the corridors, which | count asamenta torture.

8. Helplessness: Therewasasense of helplessnessat all times, which wasmentally depressing. One
hastofollow every order they give. If they tell you to stand up, than onehasto stand, if they tell youto sit down,
you haveto sit.

9. Handcuffsand Fetters: | washandcuffed, and fetterswereleft onat al times. Only duringmedsand
goingtothetoilet were one’s hands set free.

Torture on the 21st day

Onthe21% day, | wasredlly badly tortured, after which | wasnot ableto move, let d onelift oneof my
fingers. | keptlyinginthecell for aweek, without going to thetoilet or eating anything.

Note: Thisisonly thefirst of athree-part story. It containsthe detailsabout thecircumstancesand details
related to thetorture cell in Karachi only. The second part of it explainsthe shift of al seven detaineesto
Quetta, aswell asthelocation and environment of thetorturecell in Quetta. Thethird part relatestotherelease
of four out of seven Bal och activistsfrom DeraGhazi Khan.

Footnotes:

! Leader of atribe

2 Literally meaning fugitives, however, referring to Baloch militants.
3 Sometimes written as Chappar

4 The Nation, Saturday, December 17, 2005.

® Article4 of the Constitution of Pakistan.

€ Article 9 of the Constitution of Pakistan.

7 Article 10 of the Congtitution of Pakistan.

8 UN document E/CN.4/1997/7/Add 2

° A “Syed” isatitle given to people who claimto be the direct descendants of the Holy Prophet (Peace be upon him).
10 The DCO said: “Even if 200 or 400 peopledie.... Let themdie! ”
1 Reference, seial no 1, publication no 12 of July 1993.

12 Senator Amanullah Kanrani, isthe president of the Balochistan High Court and Counsel in thetrial of Salal Bugti s murder. Those
tried in absentia are Jalalurrehman Bugti, Sanaullah Bugti and Kodil Bugti.

122 Theonly other place offered was the PPL compound, which isheavily guarded limiting all accessto anyoneinside.
13 Report of the Parliamentary Committee on Bal ochistan, Novermber, 2005.
14 The royalty isreceived by the Provincial government.

15 There are 17 members from Bal ochistan in the National Assembly of presently 342 members and 22 Senators out of 100: minority
seatsare notincluded.
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16 CCI; membersare Chief Ministers of the Provinces and an equal number of membersfromthe Federal Government to be nominated by
the Prime Minister. It mainly regulates policiesin relation of the Federal LegidlativeLigt, partly electricity and water issues.

NEC; PrimeMinister chairsit and other membersare nominated by the President. It reviewsthe overall economic condition in the country
including electricity, construction of hydro-electric or thermal power.

NFC; Membersshall befederal and provincial finance ministersand othersto be appointed by the President. It deal swith distribution of
grants-in-aid, taxesand Federal Consolidated Fundsamongst other matters.

7 Article 148 of the Constitution of Pakistan.

18 Article 149 of the Constitution of Pakistan.

19 Article 232 of the Constitution of Pakistan.

2 Article 152 of the Constitution of Pakistan.

2 Report of the Parliamentary Committee on Bal ochistan.

2 Dawn 14. January,2006.

23 Page 49 of the Committee sreport.

24 Jalawan isthe southern area and Sarawan the northern area. It includes the Mangel,Zehris, Raisani and Rind tribes.

% According to the government “farari ”” are people who are criminals and on the run. Marri leadersinsist that “farari ” means son of
the soil and these camps are being maligned.

2% A high ranking government official confided to the team of HRCP.

2" They told the team that talks cannot be ruled out, but they should be held without holding a gun to their heads.
2 Press briefing reported on Monday, January 16, 2006.

2 The division of Provinces was made on ethnic considerations.

% Dawn February 2, 2003.

The Balochistan Chief Minister, Mr. Jam Yousaf, has said that the Sui gas royalty and other related issues would be resolved through
negotiations and mutual consultation.

Taling to newsmen after the oath-taking ceremony of the new governor here on Saturday, the Chief Minister said: “Wearein touch with
Nawab Akbar Bugti and positive stepswould be taken towards thisissue taking Nawab Akbar Bugti into confidence”.
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