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ASF  Acid Survivors Foundation 
ASFP  Acid Survivors Foundation Pakistan 
ATC  Anti-terrorism court 
CBO  Community-based organizations 
CCE  Centre for Civic Education 
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of all forms of 

Discrimination Against Women  
CHK Civil Hospital Karachi 
CMO  Casualty Medical Ofcer 
CrPC Criminal Procedure Code 
DACC District Acid Control Committees 
DSP Deputy Superintendent of Police 
ECE Early Childhood Education 
EVAWG  Eradicate Violence against Women and Girls 
FIR  First Information Report 
HDU  High Dependency Unit 
HMC  Hayatabad Medical Complex 
ICU  Intensive Care Unit 
ICT  Islamabad Capital Territory 
IHI  Insaani Haqooq Ittehad 
IO  Investigation ofcer 
KP  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
KTH  Khyber Teaching Hospital 
LRH  Lady Reading Hospital 
MLO  Medico-legal ofcer 
NACC   National Acid Control Council 
NCHR  National Commission of Human Rights 
NCSW  National Commission on the Status of Women 
NGO  Non-government organization 
PIMS  Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences 
POF  Pakistan Ordnance Factories 
PPC   Pakistan Penal Code 
PCSW  Provincial Commission on the Status of Women 
SNE  Schedule of new establishment 
SHO  Station house ofcer 
SOPs  Standard operating procedures 
SP  Superintendent of police 
ToR  Terms of reference 
UN  United Nations 
UDHR  Universal Declaration of Human Rights  
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund 
WAF  Women Action Forum 
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Objective  
 

The study was conducted to explore the reasons behind the
 

continued incidence of acid attacks in Pakistan and also investigate 
gaps in service-providing institutions such as burn care units,  and  

psychological and legal support to the acid attack survivors.  
 

This study further analysed the effectiveness of Acid Control  and 
Acid Crime Prevention Act 2011 by looking at the following 
measures:  

•

•
•
•
•
•

Increase or decrease in number of cases after the 
implementation of law;  

Change in territorial area of incidents;  
Change in the number of cases registered;  
Change in number of perpetrators convicted;  
State of public awareness on the issue; and  
Defects in implementation of law.  

 
This report was meant to serve as the basis for engaging experts, 
doctors, lawyers, medico-legal experts, police ofcers, and human 
rights activists through a consultation to enrich the recommendations  
and strategies to prevent and confront this blatant violence  and  
protect and rehabilitate the victims. 
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Source: Heise (1998) 

Personal factors 
• Witnessing 

violence 
and being abused 
 as a child 

Micro-system 
• Male- 

dominance 
• Male  

control of  
wealth 

• Use of  
alcohol 

• Verbal conict 

Exo-system 
• Low 

socio- 
economic 
status 

• Delinque
nt peer 
links 
 
 
 

Macro-system 
• Male  

ownership  
of 
women 

• Rigid  
gender 
roles 

• Acceptance  
of 
interpersonal  
violence 
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“I want him to be doused in acid so he 
can feel not just the searing pain but 
live with disgurement day after day, 
for the rest of his life," said Nalia of 

her main assailant.



ne
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The legal framework
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On the other hand, the punishments for unauthorized sellers are as 
follows:

 

•
•

 
On rst conviction, an imprisonment of one year or a ne of a 
hundred thousand rupees or both.

 

On second and subsequent conviction, an imprisonment of two 
years or a ne of two hundred thousand or both.

  

(Punjab Commission on the Status of Women, 2015)
 

 

The new insertion in Section 336-A states, 
 

 

“Whosoever with intention or
 
knowingly causes or attempts to cause 

hurt by means of a corrosive substance or any substance which is 
deleterious to human body when it is swallowed, inhaled, come in 
contact or received into human body or otherwise shall be said to 
cause hurt by corrosive substance.” 

 

The amendment in Section 336-B of the PPC  states,  
 

“Whoever causes hurt by corrosive substance shall be punished with 
imprisonment for life or imprisonment of either description which 
shall not be less than fourteen years and a minimum ne of  one 
million rupees.”  

 
In 2014, Acid and Burn Crime Bill 2012 was tabled by Dr Atiya Inayat 
Ullah in the national assembly for Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) 
and endorsed by the following private members: Marvi Memon, 
Capt. (Retd) Muhammad Safdar, Makhdum Khusro Bakhtyar, 
Parveen Masood Bhatti, Iffat Liaqat, Isphanyar M Bhandara, Seema 
Mohiuddin Jameeli, Qaiser Ahmad Sheikh, Shahab-ud-  Din Khan, 
Begum Tahira Bukhari, Farhana Qamar, Leila Khan, Kiran Haider, 
Salman Hanif (Aurat Foundation, 2014).  
The Acid and Burn Crime Bill 2012 for Islamabad Capital Territory

 
(ICT)

 
addressed

 
the following issues, which were not dealt with in 

the previous legislation:
 

• Investigation process
 • Trial process

 •
 

Rehabilitation of victims
 •

 
Legal aid survivors

 •
 

Funding and monitoring mechanisms
 •

 
Regulation and distribution of sale of acid

 
The ICT Acid Bill of 2012 became a

 
victim of the inaction of the 

Ministry of Human Rights
 

and
 
was not

 
presented as a government 

•
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However, as yet, no bill has been tabled in the provincial assembly.



Findings 

Prole of acid throwers and victims  

 
 
 

 
 

47	victims	 112	victims
	

	

Source: Acid Survivors Foundation Pakistan (Umar and Ra, 2015) 

2014
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•
•
•
•
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Reasons fuelling the attacks

ve cases reported in 2013 and two in 2014 (ASF, 2015). 

annexures.
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Table 4: Motivations behind acid attacks

Source: Human Rights Commission of Pakistan – 2015

 
Reasons fuelling acid attacks

30
	

7
	

4
	

7
	21

	

13 	

16
	

Domestic

Old enmity

Property

Illicit relations

Marriage issues

Others

No information

Source: Human Rights Commission of Pakistan – 2015
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“It is the elephantine male ego, which 
does not let men hear no from a 
woman,” said Musarat Misbah, 
founder of Depilex Smile Again 

Foundation.

The following table highlights the various reasons and motivations 
behind acid attacks.
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Table 5: Underlying causes and motivations that fuel acid attacks
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“When abandoning a woman on suspicion of 
indelity, men choose to disgure by 

throwing acid on her face, instead of opting 
for divorce as it involves paying haq mehr, 

which can be avoided this way,” said 
Musarat Misbah.

“The investigation of acid attack cases 
does not stretch to the seller of the acid 
or where it was procured from, as it is 

limited to the perpetrator only”, said SP 
Investigation.
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Table 6: Number of cases registered over the years
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“Throwing acid on a person is a big crime. 
An even bigger crime is to let the survivor 

of acid attack, live a life of deformity, 
trauma and exclusion,” said Saad Rasul, 

Advocate Lahore High Court.
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“The police have no information what laws are 
passed and what sections need to be 

inserted. The government should pass on all 
bills to police stations once they have been 
made,” said Lawyer Maliha Lari (Ali, 2013).
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Names changed to protect identity

“The society is cruel. People stare and ask 
questions about how the incident 

happened. They don't let you forget,” said 
Saira.

“I have overcome fear of strangers 
and over the course of time, I have 

developed the strength to face 
society,” said Saira.



53Acid crimes in Pakistan

“I decided that I would never meet 
my children after the acid attack 

disgured me,” said Maria.
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“It's the society that makes a 
person indifferent by its ruthless 

attitude towards victims of 
violence. The love and warmth 

displayed by a stranger, in 
whom one can conde, can 

help a lot in this situation,” said 
Maira.
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“I want to teach him the importance 
of respecting women and never 

inicting violence against the weak. 
My son will neither commit an act of 

injustice against a woman, nor 
tolerate it,” said Farah.
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Group II made the following recommendations:
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Group III made the following recommendations:
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Group IV made the following recommendations:
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Group V presented the following observations:
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Group VI recommended the following:

Group VII made the following observations:
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Annex 1

Question for acid attack survivors

Question for medical experts 
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Question for lawyers
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Question for police

Question for psychologist
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Annex 2
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Saima, 
Samina, 
Fatima 

4 girls

4 women

Annex 3



South Punjab cases
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Annex 4
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Contextualisation
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Naila Farhat's case and Supreme Court decision



110 Acid crimes in Pakistan

The legal framework
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Findings
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Medical and psychological treatment available to victims

Physical, social and economic impact on survivors
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Anti-acid crime campaign: looking at the Bangladesh model  
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